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Abstract 
Despite evidence to the contrary, concerns persist that learning more than one language will 
exacerbate the language-learning challenges experienced by some autistic children2,3,4. Research 
consistently demonstrates that autistic children can and do become bilingual1,2,5. Thus, there 
appears to be a disconnect between research evidence and the concerns of parents, educators, 
and clinicians. A bridge is needed to close this gap. To this aim, this three-part talk will specifically 
focus on autistic children’s bilingual development in families who speak a minority language at 
home and whose children are learning English as the majority and community language. 
Specifically, this talk will include: (1) an examination of parents’ beliefs about their child’s capacity 
for bilingualism, parents’ experiences with the language supports provided to their autistic child, 
and the factors that shape parents’ decision-making about language use; (2) a discussion of the 
extent to which autistic children receive sufficient opportunity for bilingual development; and (3) 
an investigation of the heterogeneity in L2 development among autistic children, with a particular 
focus on vocabulary and morphosyntactic skills. Taken together, this collection of research 
describes bilingual development in autistic children and provides metaphorical bricks to add to 
the bridge between research evidence and beliefs about autistic children’s capacity for 
bilingualism. 
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