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The rapid expansion of language policy and planning over the course of the last decades has led
to a breadth of concepts, phenomena, and processes vying for attention in the field. Attempts at
integrating and balancing all of these priorities have led some researchers to ask, “what isn’t
language policy?” (Johnson, 2012, p. 9). While the work of early scholars was “technical, oriented
toward problem-solving, and pragmatic in its goals” (Ricento, 2000, p. 198), this was critiqued by
later scholars, who pointed out how planning efforts of the 1960s and 1970s often failed to
achieve stated goals (Tollefson and Pérez-Milans, 2018, p. 6). In some cases, the political solutions
for LPP also failed to include minority and Indigenous-language speakers and to adequately
address community advocacy. What seems clear is that LPP research should be useful to language
users, citizens, elected officials, civil servants, media people, as well as scholars — in both theory
and practice (Gazzola, Grin, Cardinal and Heugh, 2024, p. 15). The question becomes — what is
the best way to proceed? Some scholars have proposed that “the way forward lies perhaps not
in a new turn so much as a return; or more specifically, a rediscovery of the field’s more pragmatic
and outward-looking origins” (Oakes, 2024, p. 76). However, others remind us of the importance
of critical approaches, since the origins of the field included problematic language policy and
planning designs as well as practices that served colonial, imperial, and monolithic/nationalist
interests wherein minoritized languages were marginalized, banned, and endangered (Pérez-
Milans and Tollefson 2018, p.729).

In this installment of the conference series Multidisciplinary Approaches in Language Policy and
Planning, we invite authors to address ways forward in the field, and especially practical
applications of language policy theory and method or reflections on how to integrate critical
perspectives into language policy work.

We welcome abstracts on any theme related to language policy and planning, such as (but not
limited to):

Language assessment and policy

Language rights

Indigenous languages

Heritage languages

Official bilingualism

Multilingualism

Language acquisition

Language teaching and learning
Language-in-education policies

Language documentation and revitalization



Language discrimination, linguicism

Language policy and identity

Language policies across national borders
Language policy in the digital age
Mother-tongue education planning and policy
Discursive approaches to language policy

Papers focusing on lesser researched languages and contexts are especially welcomed.

Carleton University and the University of Ottawa are located on the unceded and unsurrendered
territories of the Algonquin nation. We acknowledge our responsibility to the Omamiwininiwag
(Algonquin Anishinaabeg) and our respect for Algonquin knowledge holders and to members of
other Indigenous nations who call Ottawa home. As a field, language policy and planning also has
a responsibility to address the role of language policies in historical and ongoing processes of
colonization. We welcome critical reflection on this complex topic as part of the conference.

The conference welcomes different submission formats:

individual presentations,
poster presentations
thematic panels or roundtables

Individual presentations will be 20 minutes long, followed by a 10-minute question period.
Abstracts for individual presentations should be 300 words max. (including possible references).

A block of time will be reserved in the conference program for poster presentations, when
presenters will be able to discuss their research in progress, their fieldwork or their results.
Posters are often presented in a visual format with individualized discussions. Abstracts for
posters should be max. 300 words (including possible references).

We also invite thematic panels or roundtables that align with the main axes of the conference.
For panels and roundtables, the proposal should include the general aims and rationale of the
event (max. 300 words), as well as the names, affiliations and short abstracts (200 words) for each
contribution. Panels and roundtables shouldn’t be more than 2 hours long.

The deadline for abstracts submission is November 15", 2025. Abstracts should be submitted via
the ConfTool platform https://www.conftool.com/lpp2026/. Abstracts will be accepted in English
or French, but papers are welcome in various languages. In order to reach a larger audience, we
ask participants presenting in languages other than French or English to include a visual support
(for example, a PowerPoint presentation) in one of Canada’s official languages.

Please note: This conference will be exclusively in person. There will not be any option for
attending or presenting virtually.

Conference website: https://carleton.ca/lpp/

Conference email: Ippconference@carleton.ca

Platform for abstract submission: https://www.conftool.com/lpp2026/
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Timeline

Deadline for abstract submission: November 15th, 2025
Notification of acceptance: January 30th, 2026
Registration opens: March 1st, 2026

Conference: June 17-19th, 2026

Confirmed Keynote Speakers

. Mario Lépez-Gopar (Universidad Auténoma Benito Judrez de Oaxaca)
. Robert-Falcon Ouellette (Université d’Ottawa)
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