Lois Carrington 1928-2008

Lois Carrington, who died in Canberra on April 2, aged 79, was a well-known figure in Pacific and Australian linguistics, much respected for her contributions in bibliographical and publishing work. Lois grew up in Melbourne where she did a BA at U. Melbourne. In 1976, after earlier careers teaching English and in publishing, which took her to Europe and Papua New Guinea, she joined the Department of Linguistics in the Research School of Pacific and Asian Studies at the Australian National University in Canberra. As the Department’s Research Assistant she was given scope to apply her formidable intellect and skills to a wide range of projects. By introducing systematic copy-editing to the ‘Pacific Linguistics’ series, she brought about a quantum rise in the quality of the 15-20 books published each year in this series. She co-edited several large symposia, including the proceedings of the 2nd, 3rd and 4th international conferences on Austronesian linguistics, played a leading role in organising several international conferences, and compiled several landmark bibliographies. Her A Linguistic Bibliography of the New Guinea Area, a meticulously thorough work of nearly 500 pages, appeared in 1996 and the equally comprehensive Ozbib: a Linguistic Bibliography of Aboriginal Australia and the Torres Strait Islands (with Geraldine Triffitt) in 1999. Retirement at the end of 1993 allowed Lois to complete other books including A Real Situation: the Story of Adult Migrant Education in Australia 1947 to 1970 and A Lad from White Hart Lane: Charles Munt and his Family. Her gifts for friendship and communication led her to maintain a wide network of contacts around the world. She had close ties with the Indonesian community in Australia and was for some years editor of the Australia-Indonesia Association Newsletter. 

