WOMEN FOR TRUTH, JUSTICE AND RECONCILLIATION

APPEAL TO:

Kofi Annan, Secretary General of the UN

Rene van der Linden, President of the CoE Parliamentary Assembly 
Terry David, Secretary General of the CoE

Diogo Freitas do Amaral, Chairman in Office of the CoE Committee of Ministers

Alvaro Gil-Robbles, Commissioner for Human Rights in the CoE

Jose Manuel Barroso, President of the European Commission

Tony Blair, Acting President of the Council of the European Union

Javier Solana, Secretary General of the Council of the European Union

Josep Borrell Fontelles, President of the European Parliament

Dimitrij Rupel, Chairman in Office of the OSCE

Erchard Busek, Special Coordinator of the Stability Pact for the SEE

We are seriously worried and outraged.  
Democratically elected authorities in the former Yugoslav countries, thorn with the last Balkan wars, are showing obvious hesitations to present tragic historical facts to their domestic publics without trying to avoid or to diminish the guilt of the “ours”. 
We condemn their inability and half-heartedness to fully support, in their own countries as well as in The Hague, legal discovery of the truth and to take over the responsibility for the punishment and wherever possible, redress the consequences of the war crimes against civil populations. These crimes were masterminded, encouraged or let to be executed with impunity by the authorities responsible for their countries in the war times.
If there is no discovery of the material truth, there will be no justice. If there is no justice, there will be no reconciliation, forgiveness, peace, stability and prosperity in this region!

Last events in Serbia are closely connected with the revelation of the war crimes committed over the disarmed Muslim civilians from Srebrenica by the Serbian Scorpions.   Political and media lynch was launched against the media and the NGO-s fighting for peace based on truth and justice, and some of their most visible  women peace and human rights activists, especially against Nataša Kandić, Sonja Biserko and Staša Zajović. These activists  were courageous enough to present the burdening film materials to the Serbian public. This political harangue is the last shame  documenting the inability of the today authorities of the newly formed nation states to face all the aspects of the inhuman history which took place in this region. 
The undersigned organizations and individuals, we use this appeal as a letter of solidarity in order to express our firm support to all these people who sincerely work for truth, justice and reconciliation in civil society, in the media, in political parties, in the organs of power at local, national and international level. 
We ask from the national leaders of the countries hit by the armed conflicts in the nineties of the 20th century, to demonstrate with their own example the capability to face historical facts. We expect from them to face the public opinion of their own nations which was put trough years of the political extremists’ brainwashing and systematic covering of their inhuman means used to realize insane ideas about ethnically clean Greater nation states in the Balkans. 
We ask from you,  the leaders of the UN, Council of Europe, European Commission, European Parliament, the OSCE and the Stability Pact for the SEE, to use all possible means of political and moral pressure at your disposal to get today’s  authorities of the last Balkan wars thorn countries to fulfil without further delay all their international commitments regarding their cooperation with the Hague Tribunal, to hunt down and punish all those  perpetrators who have committed war crimes, to prosecute hate speech in the media and all the  attempts of intimidation and threatening of the civil society organizations and  people who are more than decade long courageous fighters for peace, truth, justice and reconciliation. 

International community and all democratic forces in every one of these South Eastern European countries have the obligation to prevent that today’s leaders of these countries    continue to fly from the discovery of the truth. It is time to stop them to continue to tacitly or even using their own bullying methods, encourage political brotherhood with war criminals. It is time to stop them to continue to propagate nationalistic ideologies, to implement or tolerate the silencing and intimidation of all those who are unveiling the bloody facts, searching for the historical truth and justice.

We have deeply experienced that if the historic truth is not unveiled, if the culprits are not punished, bloody history will be sooner or later easily repeated!  

Signatures:
Pia Locatelli, SIW 
Sonja Lokar, CEE Network for Gender Issues
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