Åbo Akademi University
Faculty of Arts

English Language and Literature
The Faculty of Arts at Åbo Akademi University invites applications for a substitute position as

Professor of English Linguistics

for the period 1 August 2010 – 31 July 2011.

Qualifications and responsibilities

According to Section 33 of the Universities Act (No 558/2009), a professor will carry out and supervise scientific research, provide teaching based on it, follow developments in research and participate in societal interaction and international cooperation in their field.
The appointee must hold a doctoral degree and have high-level academic qualifications, to be able to provide research-based teaching at all levels, grade essays, theses and examinations, supervise theses and dissertations, carry out research and promote international cooperation in the field.
The compulsory teaching load for professors is settled in accordance with the total number of working hours in the annual working plans. These follow the stipulations in the collective agreements. The appointee will not be asked to function as head of department.
The salary will be based on level 8 of the demands level chart for teaching and research staff in the salary system applied in Finnish universities. In addition, the appointee will be paid a salary component based on personal work performance. If the applicant has not been previously found qualified for professorship but can still be considered to be at the level demanded of the appointee, the appointment can be turned into ‘research leader’, at a lower salary level.
Language skills
An excellent command of English is required of the appointee to successfully attend to the duties of the position.
The regulations concerning competence in Swedish and Finnish are as follows.
Qualifications required of native Finnish citizens:
The language requirements for educational posts at Åbo Akademi University are stated in the Universities Act (558/2009, Section 78). 

Qualifications required of foreign applicants or Finnish citizens who have not been educated in Swedish or Finnish:

The Swedish-language Åbo Akademi University decides on the degree of proficiency in Swedish and Finnish required of a foreigner or a non-native Finnish citizen. Of a foreigner and a non-native Finnish citizen to be appointed to a post as a teacher or a researcher is required such knowledge of Swedish as is needed for a successful performance of the duties of the post. The Faculty decides for each applicant whether they can be said to possess the necessary language skills. Candidates who are not Finnish nationals are not required to have any proficiency in Finnish.
It should be noted that all of the teaching, supervision and subject-internal communication takes place in English.
Application procedure

When assessing the qualifications of each candidate, attention will be paid to scholarly publications and other research results and activities within the field of English Linguistics, participation in doctoral education, previous teaching experience and pedagogical training, the ability to produce teaching materials and other teaching merits.

The applicants are requested to enclose with their application the following documents.
1) A copy of the applicant’s official register of employment, or a reliable curriculum vitae, certified by two persons. Certificates of prior teaching experience and possible language certificates should also be submitted.
2) A list of publications 
3) A summary (of no more than 2 pages) or a portfolio of the applicant’s pedagogical merits
4) A 1-page research plan
5) If available, a copy of a document stating that the candidate has been found to be competent for professorship. The appointment procedure will not include evaluation by external experts.
No publications should be sent.
Applications addressed to the Faculty of Arts should be sent, with enclosures, to the following address: Registry of Åbo Akademi University, Domkyrkotorget 3, FIN-20500 Åbo, Finland. Electronic applications should be sent to: registrator@abo.fi

The applicants should state the address to which written notices concerning the position can be sent.
The closing date for applications is May 31, 2010, at 16:00 local time.

Further information may be obtained from Professor Tuija Virtanen-Ulfhielm, tuvirtan@abo.fi

Åbo, Finland, 15 May 2010

Dean of Faculty of Arts, Professor Urpo Nikanne

