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Introduction to Discourse Studies follows on Jan Renkema’s successful Discourse
Studies: An Introductory Textbook (1993), published in four languages. This new
book deals with even more key concepts in discourse studies and approaches major
issues in this field from the Anglo-American and European as well as the Australian
traditions. It provides a ‘scientific toolkit’ for future courses on discourse studies
and serves as a stepping stone to the independent study of professional literature.
Introduction to Discourse Studies is the result of more than twenty-five years

of experience gained in doing research and teaching students, professionals

and academics at various universities. The book is organized in fifteen comprehensive
chapters, each subdivided in modular sections that can be studied separately.

It includes

o 400 references, from the most-cited contemporary publications to influential
classic works;

« 500 index entries covering frequently used concepts in the field;

» more than 100 thought-provoking questions, all elaborately answered, which

are ideal for teacher-supported self-education;

« nearly 100 assignments that provide ample material for teachers to focus on specific
topics of their own preference in their lectures.

Jan Renkema is a member of the Department of Communication and Information
Sciences at Tilburg University, The Netherlands. He is also editor of Discourse, of Course
(2009) and author of The Texture of Discourse (2009). In 2009, a Chinese edition of
Introduction to Discourse Studies was published by Shanghai Foreign Language
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“This is the book we have all been waiting for: a “l'am quite impressed. This is a masterful and

comprehensive, very well written, theoretically comprehensive piece of scholarship. This book,
innovative introduction to discourse studies. For covering a diversity of topics, from electronic
anybody concerned with the analysis of texts communication to critical discourse analysis,
and discourses, this book is a ‘must-read’.”
Ruth Wodak, Prof. of Discourse

Studies (Vienna/Lancaster)
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be a mainstay in the libraries of all scholars

interested in any aspect of discourse.”
Sandra A. Thompson, Department of

“This book really lives up to its aim of providing

Key to the questions Linguistics, UC Santa Barbara
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the prospective student with a scientific ‘toolkit’

[...]. I certainly recommend this as the main
Index textbook on discourse studies/analysis courses.”
Dr. Guowen Huang, School of Foreign Languages, Sun

Yat-sen University, China, on Linguist List Vol.16.1220

“In the field of discourse studies, pedagogic finesse
and intellectual acumen are not always capacities
that walk comfortably hand in hand. In this book,
however, the author dons both hats with consummate
ease, guiding us across a comprehensive range
of approaches to meaning beyond the clause.”

Jim Martin, Prof. of Linguistics (The
University of Sydney, Australia)

“This book is a magnificent work which is outstanding
forits great clarity and didactic orientation, a
book in which the theoretical information and its
applications are complemented by questions aimed
at development and by a specific bibliography for
each chapter. Few works can offer such coherence
and system, qualities which will undoubtedly place

“Introduction to Discourse Studies” among those
valuable classic reference works for academic training.”
Cristian Gonzdlez, Universidad Cat6lica de Valparaiso,
Chile, in Revista Signos Vol. 39:60 (2006)
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