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To 
Martin Schulz 
President of the European Parliament 
European Parliament 
Rue Wiertz 60 
1047 Brussels 
Belgium 
 
                                                                                 Lancaster, November 4, 2012 

 

The recent award of the Nobel Peace Prize to the EU surprised us as it comes at a 

time when the rise of fascism and ever more explicit xenophobia and racism threaten 

the EU’s future.  The Nobel Prize Committee lauded the role of the EU in bringing 

democracy and human rights to post-communist countries, but said nothing of how 

the politics of exclusion, i.e. anti-Semitism, antiziganism and xenophobia, have 

returned in Hungary and other parts of Europe. 

We are concerned about the significant increase in the direct involvement of the state 

in fascist and totalitarian activities, as in Hungary, or, state support for violent police 

activities in favour of fascist groups, as in Greece.  Racism is a social evil and a 

political and personal catastrophe.  Europe’s failure to sufficiently protect minorities 

from egregious abuses of human rights, and the fact that some states fail to condemn 

racism on or off the pitch (as in the case of Serbia), is undermining the EU’s historic 

role in uniting the Continent.   

Everyone who wants to resist the increasing rise of racism and fascism in Europe 

should sign and support our petition to the European Parliament to counter the rise of 

this most divisive and dangerous phenomenon.   Specifically, we request that the 

European Parliament, as our elected representatives, commit itself to enforcing 

Europe’s legal prohibitions against racism, as embodied in European anti-

discrimination law and the EU’s Charter of Fundamental Rights; and that the 

Parliament does more to help European nations counter a dangerous politics of 

exclusion by changing attitudes in different social groups, from the home to the 

workplace, from primary schools to universities, as a step towards transforming 

Europe "from a continent of wars to a continent of peace."    

Sincerely  
 
(All signatures in personal capacity) 
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Professor Sigurd Allern 
Department of Journalism  

University of Oslo 

Oslo 

Norway 

 
Professor Dr. med. Ernst Berger 
MUW Klinik f. Kinder- u. Jugendpsychiatrie 

Volksanwaltschaft / Kommissionsleiter 

A - 1010 Vienna 

Austria 

 
Professor Michael Billig 
Professor of Social Sciences 

Loughborough University 

United Kingdom 

 
Sir Geoffrey Bindman QC (Hon) 
Founder and Senior Consultant 

Bindman LLP London 

England 

 
Dr. Kristina Boréus 
Department of Political Science 

Stockholm University 

106 91 Stockholm 

Sweden 

 
Dr Christos Boukalas 
Athens 

Greece 

 
Professor Mercedes Camino 
Professor of Hispanic Studies 

Department of History 

Lancaster University 

Lancaster LA1 4YT 

United Kingdom 

 

Dr. Nico Carpentier 
Associate Professor  

Vrije Universiteit Brussel  

Belgium / 

Charles University in Prague 

Czech Republic 

 
Professor Paul Chilton 
Professor Emeritus 

Department of Linguistics and English Language 

Lancaster University 

Lancaster LA1 4YL 

United Kingdom 

 

 
 
 

Professor Mats Ekström 
Department of Journalism, Media and 

Communication 

University of Gothenburg 

Gothenburg 

Sweden 

 
Jakob Engel, MA 
Research Officer 

Overseas Development Institute (ODI) 

London 

United Kingdom 

 

Colin Ettinger 
Partner 
Irwin Mitchell Solicitors London 

United Kingdom 

 

Professor Norman Fairclough 
Emeritus Professor 

Department of Linguistics and English Language 

Lancaster University 

Lancaster LA1 4YL 

United Kingdom  

 

 Professor Robert Fine   
Emeritus Professor of Sociology 

University of Warwick 

Coventry CV47AL 

United Kingdom 

 

Dr. Anne-Marie Fortier 
Sociology Department  

Centre for Gender and Women's Studies 

Lancaster University 

Lancaster LA1 4YT 

United Kingdom 

 
Dr. Neil Foxlee 
Associate Lecturer 

School of Languages, Literature and International 

Studies 

University of Central Lancashire 

Preston PR1 2HE 

United Kingdom 

 

Dr. Patrick Hagopian 
Department of History 

Lancaster University 

Lancaster LA1 4YT 

United Kingdom 
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Professor Aristotle Kallis 
Professor of Modern and Contemporary European 

History 

Department of History 

Lancaster University 

Lancaster LA1 4YT 

United Kingdom 

 
Dr. Majid KhosraviNik 
Lecturer in Critical Discourse Analysis / Mass 

Communication 

School of Arts & Social Sciences 

Northumbria University 

Newcastle upon Tyne, NE1 8ST 

United Kingdom 

 
Professor Maureen McNeil 
Professor of Women’s Studies and Cultural Studies 

Department of Sociology 

Lancaster University 

Lancaster LA1 4YT 

United Kingdom 

 

Professor Brigitte Mral 
Professor of Rhetoric 

School of Humanities, Education and Social 

Sciences  

Örebro University 

SE-701 82 Örebro  

Sweden 

 
Professor Daniel Muzio 
Professor of Organization and Leadership 

Manchester Business School 

University of Manchester 

Manchester 

United Kingdom 

 
Professor Stig-Arne Nohrstedt 
Professor of Media Studies 

School of Humanities, Education and Social 

Sciences  

Örebro University 

SE-701 82 Örebro  

Sweden 

 

Professor Rune Ottosen 
Professor of Journalism Studies 

Department of Journalism and Media Studies 

Oslo and Akershus University College of Applied 

Sciences 

Oslo 

Norway 

 

 
 
 

Professor Walter Otto Ötsch 
Zentrum für soziale und interkulturelle Kompetenz 

Institut für die Gesamtanalyse der Wirtschaft 

Johannes Kepler Universität 

A-4040 Linz 

Austria 

 

Professor Anton Pelinka 
Professor of Nationalism Studies & Political Science 

Central European University  

Budapest 

Hungary 

 
Professor Ester Pollack 
Department of Journalism 

Stockholm University 

Stockholm 

Sweden 

 
Dr. John E. Richardson 
Department of Social Sciences 

Loughborough University 

Loughborough LE11 3TU 

United Kingdom 

 
Professor Andrew Sayer 
Professor of Social Theory and Political Economy 

Department of Sociology 

Lancaster University 

Lancaster LA14YT 

United Kingdom 

 

Dr. Britta Schellenberg 
Centrum für angewandte Politikforschung (C A P) 

und Geschwister-Scholl Institut für 

Politikwissenschaft (GSI) 

Ludwig-Maximilians-Universität München 

Munich 

Germany 

 
Professor Barbara Schmenk 
Department of German and Slavic Studies 

Waterloo University 

Waterloo, Ontario N2L 3G1 

Canada 

 

Architekt DI Georg Schönfeld 
Möllwaldplatz 2 

A - 1040 Vienna 

Austria 

 
Dr. Mat Schulze 

Associate Professor of German 

Department of German and Slavic Studies 

University of Waterloo 

Waterloo, Ontario 

Canada 
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Dr. David Seymour 
City Law School 

City University London 

London 

United Kingdom 

 

Dr. Anton Shekhovtsov 
Junior Visiting Fellow 

Institut für die Wissenschaften vom Menschen 

A-1090 Vienna 

Austria 

 

Dr Hilary Sommerlad 
Professor of Socio-Legal Studies 

School of Law 

University of Leicester 

Leicester  

England 

 
Dr. Cecilie Felicia Stokholm Banke 
Senior Researcher, Head of the research unit 

on Holocaust and Genocide 

Danish Institute for International Studies, DIIS 
1401 Copenhagen  

Denmark 

 

Professor David Sugarman 
School of Law 

Lancaster University 

Lancaster 

England 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dr. Jane Sunderland 
Department of Linguistics and English Language 

Lancaster University 

Lancaster LA1 4YL 

United Kingdom 

 
PD Mag. Dr. Heidemarie Uhl 
Österreichische Akademie der Wissenschaften 

Institut für Kulturwissenschaften und 

Theatergeschichte 

A- 1010 Vienna 

Austria 

 
Professor Cynthia Weber 
Professor of International Relations 

School of Global Studies 

University of Sussex 

Brighton BN1 9SJ 

United Kingdom 

 

Professor Sunniva Whittaker 
Department of Professional and Intercultural 

Communication 

Business University (NHH) 

Bergen 

Norway 

 
Professor Ruth Wodak 
Distinguished Professor and Chair of Discourse 

Studies 

Department of Linguistics and English Language 

Lancaster University 

Lancaster LA1 4YL 

United Kingdom 

 

 

 


