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Discourse and Crisis: Critical perspectives brings together an exciting collection of 
studies into crisis as text and context, as unfolding process and unresolved problem. 
Crisis is viewed as a complex phenomenon that – in its prevalence, disruptiveness and 
(appearance of) inevitability – is both socially produced and discursively constituted. The 
book offers multiple critical perspectives: in-depth linguistically informed analyses of 
the discourses of power and collaboration implicated in crisis construal and recovery; 
detailed examination of the critical role that language plays during the crisis life-cycle; 
and further problematization of the semiotic-material complexity of crisis and its 
usefulness as an analytical concept. The research focus is on the discursive and interactive 
mediation of crisis in organizational, political and media texts. The volume contains 
contributions from across the world, offering a polyphonic overview of ‘discourse and 
crisis’ research. This impressive volume will be useful to researchers and academics 
working on the intersection of crisis, language and communication. It is also of interest 
to practitioners in organizational management, politics and policy, and media.
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“This excellent, wide-ranging, and 

often path-breaking collection shows 

the heuristic strength of crises as an 

entry point for discourse analysis. [...] 

Covering many sites and scales of 

these phenomena, this volume is an 

indispensable addition to the critical 

literature on critical discourse analysis.”

Bob Jessop, Lancaster University


