University of Pennsylvania

26th Annual Ethnography in Education Research Forum

"Educators Responding to Local and Global Crises”
Lately I've felt that while Rome is in flames, my attention has been distracted by email. International and local crises, the waging of journalistic and militaristic war, burn the pages of my newspaper yet the challenges of my job demand most of my attention. Most of my life I felt that I was looking back on the cataclysmic events of the World War II generation, but now I read about cataclysmic events over breakfast. Students and teachers have always had to cope with cataclysmic events occurring inside and outside of their schools, yet the invigorated and exigent nature of the crises of our epoch conjure pressing questions: 

How are educators and students experiencing this time of intense local and global conflict? How do teachers and students deal with local problems - like poverty, gun violence, educational policy demands, and testing requirements - in the context of ongoing global problems? What are the consequences for curriculum content and pedagogy? What are we as educators and educational scholars doing?

Invited Speakers:
Dr. Pauline Lipman

Dr. Linda Christiansen 

Dr. Neville Alexander & Dr. Carole Bloch 

Co-Conveners:
Dr. Nancy H. Hornberger & Dr. Kathryn M. Howard
CALL FOR PAPERS

The dates for the 2005 Forum are Friday, February 25 - Saturday, February, 26, 2005. Participants should plan to arrive in Philadelphia on Thursday evening, February 24, as both Friday and Saturday will offer a full program of sessions. Registration and all sessions will be held on the University of Pennsylvania campus in Philadelphia, PA.

Proposals are invited in areas such as:

• Multicultural and inter-ethnic issues in education.

• Practitioner research -- by teachers, administrators, students, parents, and other

   school community members.

• Critical and feminist studies in education.

• Ethnographic evaluation in education.

• Language and literacy issues in education.

• Uses of ethnography in research on science and math education.

• Uses of microethnographic methods in research on everyday school practice.

• Ethnographies of urban and international education.

• Indigenous language revitalization.

• Action research in education settings.

            • and more... 
TYPES OF PARTICIPATION:

I. Individual Papers

(a) Data Analysis

(b) Work-in-Progress

(c) Traditional Paper

II. Group Session/Symposium

(a) Work-in-Progress

(b) Traditional Papers
III. Discussant

PRESENTATION TYPES

Data Analysis Consultation – Individual submissions only.
Held on Friday only: 30 minutes for presentation and discussion.

Proposals should state questions about data analysis and identify the data to be addressed. Please

adhere to the following guidelines for your proposal:

a). State 2 or 3 questions about data analysis that will be addressed. Questions

should be narrowly defined and intimately tied to the data being presented.

b). Identify the specific data that will actually be used in the presentation. Data to

be shared may include field notes (maximum 2 pages), interview transcripts (maximum 1 page), transcriptions of audio and/or video tapes (maximum 1 minute), and archival and site documents.

c). Presenters should not plan to present preliminary conclusions. Rather, their

purpose should be to seek advice on data analysis.

The data analysis presentation is unique to the Forum. Presentation guidelines are as follows:

1). 5 minutes to describe the nature of the research (1 minute), provide context (1 minute), and present the specific data analysis questions to be addressed (3 minutes).

2). 5 minutes for the audience to read or watch the data.

3). 20 minutes for general discussion guided by a research methods consultant. Audience

members provide insights and advice regarding emergent patterns and themes in the data as well

as alternative methods of analysis.

Presenters must prepare 40 copies of written data sources or transcripts, and may select a few minutes of audio and/or video data to share with the audience. Please note any audiovisual equipment needs in your proposal.

Work-in-Progress

If you anticipate presenting preliminary conclusions submit your proposal as a work-in-

progress. Presentations of works-in-progress differ from both data analysis and from traditional papers in that initial findings and tentative conclusions are emphasized. Presenters may consult the audience about their conclusions.

Traditional Paper

These presentations should report analysis and conclusions in final form.

Practitioner Research

These presentations report research by teachers and other practitioners in educational settings

(e.g., school principals, counselors, non-teaching aides, parents, students, and other members of

school communities). Practitioner researchers may submit proposals for data analysis

consultation, as works-in-progress, as individual papers, or in a variety of group presentation

formats.  Practitioners should designate their submission as practitioner research when submitting proposals online.

SUBMITTING A PROPOSAL AS AN INDIVIDUAL PRESENTATION

Proposals may be submitted by individual presenters for any of the presentation formats: Data

Analysis, Work-in-Progress, Traditional Paper, or Practitioner Research. 
Proposals submitted individually, if accepted, will be grouped by Forum staff in sessions usually

consisting of three or four presentations.  One hour and fifteen minutes will be allotted for each session.   If there are three presenters, each presenter will have 20 minutes for presentation and all three presenters will have 15 minutes for questions and answers at the end.  If there are four presenters, each presenter will have 15 minutes for presentation and all four presenters will have 15 minutes for questions and answers at the end.  Data Analysis Consultation sessions involve more than three presenters. Soon after initial notification of acceptance, each presenter will be given the names and e-mail addresses of the presenters with whom they have been grouped. Presenters are expected to e-mail one another, organize their session and invite a discussant, if desired. The Forum office must be notified of the discussant's name and organizational affiliation by January 21, 2005.

SUBMITTING A PROPOSAL FOR A GROUP SESSION

1 hour and 15 minutes per session

Group session proposals may be submitted for any of the previous types of presentation formats,

except Data Analysis Consultations, which are always individual submissions.

The proposal should describe the rationale and specific content of the session, including a brief

overview of the session topic, research methods used, a summary of findings, and bibliographic citations. The proposal should make clear the relevance of the session topic for the field of education.

No fewer than three, and no more than six participants, including discussant, should be included in a group session. These sessions may vary in organization: possible formats include a set of individual papers, a panel discussion, and a plan for interaction among members of the audience in discussion or workshop groups. 
CRITERIA FOR EVALUATION OF PROPOSALS

1. Significance for education: Presentations should address topics concerning educational

processes, formal or informal. We do not accept general ethnographic reports on topics not

directly related to educational issues.

2. Conceptual framework: The theoretical assumptions and conceptual bases underlying the

research should be briefly described.

3. Interpretation as a framing perspective: Interpretive strategies should be utilized to identify

the various points of view of the person/people/program whose actions are being described and

analyzed.

4. Method: Ethnographic research is multi-layered; the presentation should combine evidence

from a variety of data sources, i.e. more than one of the following: participant observation, field

notes, audio- or video-tapes, interviews, site documents, demographic and historical information.

5. Description: There should be both depth and specificity in description. Rather than strictly

focusing on results, we expect a rich description of the study context, presenting vivid narrative

vignettes and quotes from interviews. The descriptive voice should communicate specificity,

"showing" as opposed to "telling" in general terms.

6. Analysis: We are interested in both the originality of the analysis and the adequacy of the

evidence. Analytic categories should be arrived at inductively rather than deductively. Analysis

should incorporate the specific and the general, considering details of what actual persons do and

linking those particulars to general processes of social structure and culture.

PROCEDURES FOR SUBMITTING PROPOSALS ONLINE
Go to http://www.gse.upenn.edu/cue/forum.php  and click on a link for submit a proposal.  

Submission deadline: Proposals must be submitted by 12 a.m. midnight, October 1, 2004. 
When you submit proposal online, you need the following information:

Individual Presentations: 

1) Contact information for presenter.

2) Presentation title. 

3) Abstract (200 word limit).

4) Proposal statement (1000 word limit). 

Group Sessions/Symposia: 

1) Contact information for all presenters/participants.  

2) Group Session/Symposium title. 

3) Group Session/Symposium abstract (200 world limit).

4) Group Session/Symposium proposal statement (1500 word limit). 

5) Individual titles and abstracts of each paper included in the group session/symposium. 

We will not be able to review incomplete proposals. No proposals are to be sent by fax or e-mail, please.

26th ETHNOGRAPHY FORUM CALENDAR

October 1, 2004 — All proposals should be submitted electronically by this date.

November 19, 2004—Notification of acceptance by e-mail.  All submitters will receive notification. Information regarding the day and time of sessions will be provided later.

January 14, 2005 — All individuals and groups who have been accepted will be notified by e-mail that the preliminary schedule and the presenters' contact information are posted on the web. Using the find function on the web browser, individuals and groups can find the day and time of their session. Individuals who are assigned to a group session should then contact fellow presenters. The pre-registration forms will also be posted on the website. Please fill in the form, submit the form electronically, then print out the confirmation page. Include the confirmation page with your check or money order.

January 21, 2005 — All requests for changes in the schedule must be submitted via e-mail to cue@gse.upenn.edu by this date. Likewise, the name and affiliation of nominated discussants who have agreed to serve must be submitted via e-mail to cue@gse.upenn.edu by this date.

February 14, 2005 — Pre-registration confirmation page and payment must be post-marked by this date. Final schedule will be posted on the web. No reimbursement for cancelled registration available after this date.

February 25 and February 26, 2005 — 26th Ethnography in Education Research Forum
