The Student Story on Oral Skills: What They Need

Student responses to an action research study of ESL students at two major American universities confirmed what instructors have long suspected: international students who enroll in American intensive programs are often insufficiently prepared for the intense participatory nature of American classrooms. While these students may have excellent grammar and sufficient vocabulary, they report that their ability to participate in classroom discussions with other foreign students or with Americans is severely hampered, not just by pronunciation and listening skills, but also by a lack of familiarity and practice with an interactive style of classroom. 

The researchers will briefly describe how the study was conducted and present the

student survey data, focusing on the skills that ESL students now studying in the USA say they need that they did not practice enough in their own countries. These include practice with both everyday English and with the English necessary in academic situations to effectively participate in discussions, interrupt others, and ask questions. The presenters will then suggest classroom activities that EFL teachers can use to practice these skills, including information gap activities, small group discussions, role plays and games that require the use of targeted gambits and idiomatic phrases. In addition, ways to integrate focused pronunciation practice into speaking activities will be presented.

Participants will acquire an expanded vision of the skills they need to give their EFL students to make them more successful abroad, along with samples of appropriate multi-level materials they can use in their classes.
In a recent action research study, students in two American intensive programs reported that they feel insufficiently prepared for the participatory nature of American classrooms. Using the survey data, the presenters describe the skills students say they need and then suggest classroom activities, including contextualized pronunciation practice, to address them. 






