Abstract

The purpose of the study was to determine the attitudes of preservice teachers toward issues in multicultural education. Elementary, middle, and secondary level preservice teachers in the Master of Arts in Teaching (M.A.T.) program in the department of curriculum and instruction of a mid-sized mid-south university participated in the study. The researcher-developed Multicultural Attitude Survey (MAS) was used to collect data from 72 participants.

Elementary and middle level preservice teachers formed the experimental group. The MAS was administered to them as Pretest and Posttest 1, before and after the intervention of the seminar, “Multicultural Issues.” Secondary level preservice teachers formed the control group. The seminar was not offered to them during the period of the study. Posttest 2 was administered to all the preservice teachers during the tenth and twelfth weeks of their year-long teaching internship.

The Multicultural Attitude Score was the dependent variable in the study. Inferential statistics such as ANOVA and ANCOVA were used in the analyses of data. The open-ended responses of Posttest 2 were also analyzed. No significant differences were found between the experimental and control groups with the intervention of the seminar, “Multicultural Issues,” and the teaching internship. The analyses of the open-ended responses showed that some of the preservice teachers had included issues in multicultural education in their content, some increased their awareness about various cultural groups and also of their students, and a few had not incorporated issues in multicultural education in their teaching.
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