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& the ACE Internationalization Collaborative

	RATIONALE AND INVITATION


As globalization continues to rapidly change the world, our national need for skill in multiple languages and intercultural knowledge is more evident and more urgent than ever.  Most higher education leaders articulate the importance and recognize the need for an undergraduate education that produces globally prepared graduates.  Although many institutions offer diverse international learning experiences, there is often little intentionality in these efforts.  Advances in the field of international education are not yet producing sufficient numbers of graduates who can access information from international sources, read critically and from a point of view that takes into account cultural filters and the specificities of knowledge production, and synthesize information from multiple cultural perspectives.  Substantial increases in the number of “globally competent” graduates could provide a supply of citizens ready to acquire cultural and linguistic expertise in a relatively short amount of time, in response to global developments, and able to act as cultural intermediaries in an increasingly diverse world. Research from the American Council on Education (ACE) suggests that there is a gap between lofty aspirations and actual practices and priorities.  
The Languages Across the Curriculum (LAC) movement of the last two decades has made “global competence” a reality for many U.S. students.  Still, very few U.S. colleges and universities have formal and securely-funded LAC programs.  In most cases, LAC faces significant financial and structural challenges to its implementation.  These challenges include: the lack of heritage learner communities or sufficient K-12 foreign language preparation; lack of funding to support LAC initiatives; suspicion or opposition, or lack of interest, on the part of faculty within the disciplines, including modern languages; and a lack of information about LAC goals and methodologies.  

There is also some question about where LAC fits into the various international education missions.  By its nature, LAC does not provide language instruction to meet the needs of an elementary language requirement, nor does it contribute much to the “expert” curriculum found in language or area studies programs.  Although LAC clearly does support the needs and interests of heritage language users and others who seek opportunities to employ their existing language skills in specific areas of academic study, LAC programs have only begun to explore their potential for infusing cross-cultural skills into the curriculum.  While existing LAC programs at institutions across the country are remarkably diverse in their shape and structure, as a general rule, they tend to focus on language use and on the development of content-specific language skills.  To date, most programs have not emphasized cross-cultural skills, while employers of recent college graduates insist that their most urgent need is for employees who have general “cultural awareness.”  Most LAC programs, like traditional foreign language, area studies and study abroad programs, do not address this need for graduates from fields across the curriculum, with flexible and easily adaptable cross-cultural navigation strategies. 

Building on conversations begun last year at Binghamton University’s Languages and Cultures Across the Curriculum (LACxC) conference, the CLAC conference will continue to examine opportunities to expand the role of culture in LAC initiatives.  The Iowa conference will move the discussion to the next level by considering alternative models that foster the acquisition of cross-cultural competencies.  This conference will also consider other LAC issues that have not yet been adequately discussed or analyzed, including:  1) How does LAC contribute to an institution’s comprehensive internationalization agenda? 2) How does LAC relate to comparative literature, cultural studies, and area studies? 3) How does LAC fit into the international education missions of U.S. government and industry (the “expert” model vs. the “metropolitan migrant” model)? 4) How does LAC relate to content-based language instruction and the development of new content-based FL textbooks and technology? 5) How can we better link LAC to K-12 foreign language and cross-cultural education as well as to post-secondary international education, including study abroad?

	WHO SHOULD ATTEND?


This conference is designed for students, faculty members, international education professionals, and campus administrators interested in exploring the use of language and culture as a tool for internationalizing the curriculum across all disciplines.  Teachers from elementary and secondary schools will find useful information that can be adapted to their instructional circumstances.

	CALL FOR PAPERS


We invite papers, presentations or posters that address any of the following topics:

1) LAC and Content-Based Language Learning
What are the intersections between LAC and content-based language learning theories and practices? Issues of importance here include the use of "authentic" texts and the development of FL/LAC textbooks, software, and web-based resources. 
 

2) Cultures and Languages Across the Curriculum
How can LAC programs highlight culture and cross-cultural communication and interpretation? Can we use improvements in cross-cultural competence as a "hook" for future language study and the adoption of LAC methods?
 

3) Business and Government Models of Internationalization
To what extent can we differentiate the internationalization needs of business (the "metropolitan migrant" model?) and defense or diplomacy (the "expert" model?).  How are their different needs met (or not) by the academy? How might we adapt LAC to fulfill varying needs?
 

4) LAC in the Context of Comparative, Cultural, and Area Studies
What are the intersections between Comparative Literature, Cultural Studies, Area Studies, and LAC? Can these fields of study "meet" through the agency of LAC?

 

5) LAC and International Education Articulation
How can LAC be incorporated into K-12 education?  How can LAC be used as a "switch" between formal language study in the U.S. and the use of languages in education abroad? 
 

 
	ABSTRACT  FORMAT


To offer a (30-minute) paper or (90-minute) panel presentation, please provide the following, in the form of MS Word documents attached to an email message:

1. A cover sheet including:

a. Type:  Paper (30 minutes, including 10 minutes for open discussion) or Panel Presentation (90 minutes, including 30 minutes for questions and comments from the audience)

b. Title (of your paper or presentation)

c. Brief Description (75-100 words) 

d. Names of Presenter(s) (including, as appropriate, specification of their roles, contact information for each: titles and affiliations, email addresses, telephone and fax numbers)

e. Brief biographical sketch (50-75 words) for each participant

f. Relationship to Conference Themes

g. Target Audience(s) (including what the audience(s) can expect to “take away” from your paper or presentation)

2. A one-page abstract (500 words) of your paper or presentation, clearly indicating what each presenter, if more than one, will contribute. 
3. A list of needs for your paper or session (Internet access and on-site computers may be limited. Come prepared.)  

PROPOSALS MUST BE SUBMITTED BY September 9, 2005 to:  Dr. Diana Davies, Director of International Programs, diana-davies@uiowa.edu, with "CLAC Conference" in the Subject line.  Tel: (319) 335-0371.  Fax: (319) 335-0280.  Mail: 226 International Center, University of Iowa, Iowa City IA 52242-1802.

Individuals with disabilities are encouraged to attend all University of Iowa events.  If you have a disability that requires an accommodation in order for you to participate, please contact Leslie Aktan (leslie-aktan@uiowa.edu, Tel. (319) 335-3862).
	REGISTRATION


Registration deadline:  October 14, 2005.

Fill in and send this registration form, along with a check made out to “The University of Iowa”, to:  


Leslie Aktan


IP Projects Coordinator


226 International Center


University of Iowa


Iowa City IA, 52242-1802

Registration fee (includes materials, continental breakfasts, reception):


Student (fee waived) _______  
Non-Student $16 _________

Meals:

Lunch (11/5) $12 __________    
Lunch (11/6) $12 _________

Name:  ____________________________________________________________________________

Email address: _______________________________________ Telephone: _____________________

Home institution/school/organization: ___________________________________________________

Title/position: ______________________________________________________________________

Mail address: __________________________________________________________________

Special request for meals (Vegetarian? Vegan? Food allergies? Other? ) ________________________

Please send me information on local accommodations:   
Yes ____   
No ____

Tentative Program – Subject to change as papers and presentations are accepted

November 5 – Saturday

8:00-8:30

Registration/Continental Breakfast

8:30-8:45

Welcome

8:45 – 9:15

ACE Presentation: LAC and an Integrated Approach to 
Internationalization
9:15 – 9:30

Break

9:30-11:00

Panel I: LAC and Content-Based Language Learning

11:00 – 11:15
Break
 

11:15-12:45

Panel II: Cultures and Languages Across the Curriculum

 

12:45 – 2:30
Lunch and Keynote Speaker

2:30-4:00

Panel III: LAC and International Education Articulation

4:00 – 4:15

Break

4:15 – 5:30

Break-out sessions/best practices in LAC

5:30-7:00  
Reception (and poster session)

November 6 – Sunday

8:00-8:30

Registration/Continental Breakfast

8:30-9:45 

Break-out sessions/pushing the LAC envelope

9:45-11:15 
Panel IV:  Business and Government Models of Internationalization

11:15 – 11:30
Break

11:30-12:45 
Panel V: LAC in the Context of Comparative, Cultural, and Area Studies

12:45 - 2:45

Lunch/Closing Remarks/LAC Consortium Discussion
























