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Workshop: Endangered Languages, Endangered Knowledge & Sustainability

Saturday 27 February, 2010, 9am-5.30pm
SOAS, Russell Square, London WC1H 0XG, UK
Keynote speaker: Lenore Grenoble

Professor Lenore Grenoble is the Carl Darling Buck Professor at the University of Chicago, where she is a world leader in research on endangered languages, with several influential publications and extensive fieldwork experience. She is an ELDP panel member and is involved in several other major international projects. 

Topic

The goal of the workshop is to explore sustainable approaches in our field: sustainability of endangered languages, and sustainability of research (in both theory and practice). 

Issues to be discussed include: 

1. how communities can sustain languages and linguistic ecologies 

2. links between language maintenance and sustainable human development 

3. preservation of traditional knowledge and indigenous paradigms of teaching, learning, and research 

4. making the outcomes of our research sustainable 

5. whether sustaining languages and knowledge is something that researchers can contribute to, or is solely the responsibility of communities and speakers 

Booking information

The programme and booking form can be downloaded at www.hrelp.org/events/workshops/sustainability
The cost is £17.50 for full registration and £12.50 for student/ELAP alumni/staff registration. 

Registration will include a reading pack and tea and coffee. 

If you have any additional needs arising from attendance at this workshop e.g. advance copies of the materials; a communication support worker; or British Sign language Interpreter; or any dietary requirements, please contact Alison Kelly on 020 7898 4578 or elap@soas.ac.uk 

Please note that should you require a British Sign Language interpreter, we must be informed at least 3 weeks prior the event to allow time for booking the interpreter. 
Endangered Languages Week 2010

School of Oriental and African Studies
Russell Square, London
22 - 27 February 2010
There are approximately 7,000 languages spoken today but more than half of them are under threat from larger languages. 

Endangered Languages Week 2010 presents a variety of talks, displays, discussions, films, lectures and workshops. This year's theme is sustainability: can the world's languages be sustained, and if so, which ones, and how? And can the now-vigorous activities in documenting and supporting languages continue long enough to make a difference? 

 

Activities include:

· Monday 22: Open Day: visit the Brunei Gallery to see a variety of displays, demonstrations, software, posters, and books from organisations involved in endangered languages activities 

· Monday 22,  6-7 pm: Annual Public Lecture, Khalili Lecture Theatre - Lenore Grenoble Switch or Shift: Code-Mixing, Contact-Induced Change and Attrition 

· Tuesday 23 – Friday 26: Meet an Endangered Language - a series of short presentations on several endangered languages, where you can learn about where they are spoken, why they are threatened, and experience their culture - as well as learn some basic words and phrases 

· Tuesday 23 – Friday 26: Meet a fieldworker- short informal sessions where you can hear about the practical and human issues in doing fieldwork in locations such as such as Algeria, Iran, Tanzania, and the Solomon Islands. 

· Wednesday 24: Films: a morning  of international films on endangered languages 

· Saturday 27th: Endangered Languages, Endangered Knowledge & Sustainability: a full day workshop. 

See www.hrelp.org for more details 
Most events are free of charge and open to anyone who is interested in endangered languages.


For enquiries, please contact: Alison Kelly (room 364) on 020 7898 4578 or elap@soas.ac.uk
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