Questionnaire

This questionnaire is an instrument to collect data required for a study in the field of sociolinguistics. The information you will provide is confidential and will be used for academic purposes only. You don't have to mention your name.

Nationality     : …………………………………..

Sex  
             : ……………………………………

Age                : …………………………………… 

Field of study : …………………………………..

Degree            :       BA              B.Sc.                  MA                  Ph.D.  

Occupation:    ………………………………… ……

This section is to be filled out by non-native English speakers only :

Time spent in English-speaking community:  .………months, …………years.

Previous use of English with native speakers:

frequent ………… occasional ………… rare ………….

Current use of English with native speakers:

frequent ………… occasional ………… rare …………

____________________________________________________________

Imagine yourself in the following situations, be natural and write down whatever you  feel you would say in such situations. If you choose  to say nothing in some of the situations, then write 'no response'.  

Thank you for finding the time to participate and your help will be highly appreciated.

___________________________________________________________

1- You forgot to take your sixteen-year-old son to the cinema. This is the second time that this has happened. When you came home late tired after a long working day your son said to you: "Oh, you forgot again although you promised!"

What would you say to him?

      ……………………………………………………………………………

       …………………………………………………………………………

2- You asked your secretary to wait for you in front of a shopping center to go and buy together some stationery for the office. It was a cold and rainy day and you arrived half an hour late as you had a flat tire and she kept waiting for you.

What would you say to her when you first see her?

      ……………………………………………………………………………

       ……………………………………………………………………………

3- At the supermarket you bump into one of the workers causing the goods he was arranging on shelves to fall down on the floor and some of them were damaged.       It was your fault and you want to apologize to him. What would you say to him?

      ……………………………………………………………………………

       ……………………………………………………………………………

4-
You borrowed some money from your aunt and you promised to pay it back after two weeks.    After a month she came and asked for her money, but you couldn't give it back to her.  What would you say to her?

     ……………………………………………………………………………

     ……………………………………………………………………………

5- Your boss gave you some letters to deliver to the boss of another institute. When you arrived there, you discovered that you lost them.  On the following day your boss asked: "have you delivered the letters I gave you yesterday?"   

      What would you say to him?

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

 6- You applied for a new job. An appointment was fixed with you to see the company manager so that she could interview you. On that day, you arrived there twenty minutes late and the manager had been waiting for you.       What would you say to her?

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

7- After being married for ten years you forgot to celebrate your wedding anniversary with your spouse by having dinner together as usual. On that day you came back home too late as you had a lot of work to do.  When your spouse first saw you she/he said: "I am wondering what    made you forget such an occasion!" 

      What would you say to him/her?
      ……………………………………………………………………………

       ……………………………………………………………………………

8 - You invited your colleague and his family to have tea with you at home. Suddenly, your little daughter hit his cup of tea and spilled it over him staining his shirt and trousers. Your colleague said:  "Don't worry."

        What would you say to him?

       …………………………………………………………………………

       ……………………………………………………………………………

9- While your children were playing at the park, they suddenly bump into an elderly lady walking there. She fell down and her eyeglasses were broken. The lady angrily said to you: "Look!  Your children have broken my new eye-glasses!"     What would you say to her?

      ………………………………………………………………………….…

       ……………………………………………………………………………

10- While returning a book you have borrowed from your friend, the book fell from your hand on the ground. You knelt and picked it up immediately.       What would you say to him? 

       …………………………………………………………………………

       ……………………………………………………………………………

11- You borrowed a book from one of your colleagues and you promised to give it back to her after one week.  Unfortunately, while you were busy at home, your little daughter secretly took the book and tore some of its pages.  After ten days, your colleague asked for her book. What would you say to her? 

       ………………………………………………………………………….

       ……………………………………………………………………………

12- You were hurrying up to catch the bus to go to work and you were a little bit late.   While trying to get on the bus you slightly hit a man standing in front of you.       What would you say to him?

     ……………………………………………………………………………

     ……………………………………………………………………………

13- You forget for the second time to take your sixteen-year-old daughter shopping.     You called from work to find out how things were at home.  Your daughter answered you saying: "This is the second time you forget, I think I have to forget all about going shopping." What would you say to her?

       ………………………………………………………………………

       ……………………………………………………………………………

14- You are travelling with your assistant on a business trip. You promised to pass by him and take him with you to the airport. You were late as you had a flat tire and kept him waiting in the street late at night. The weather was terribly cold and he had to take a taxi to the airport to catch the plane.  When you first saw him at the airport what would say to him?

      ……………………………………………………………………………

       ……………………………………………………………………………

15- While looking for an empty table at a very crowded restaurant, you bump into a waitress causing her to spill the food she was carrying for the clients and to break the plates and glasses.   Obviously, it was your mistake and you want to apologize to her.  What would you say to her?  

       ……………………………………………………………………………

       ……………………………………………………………………………

16- You borrowed some money from your uncle and you promised to pay it back after two weeks.   After a month he came and asked for his money, but you couldn't give it back to him.  What would you say to him?

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

17- You borrowed a catalog from your boss.  Unfortunately, on your way back home, you forgot it in the bus and lost it. The catalog was not available to buy her another one. Three days later she asked for her catalog. What would you say to her?

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

18- You fixed an appointment with a dentist and it was the first time you visit him. You arrived an hour late and he had been waiting for you.  What would you say to him?

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

19- It was your spouse's birthday and you were too busy in preparing a very important report. So you forgot to bring him/her a present or even to say "happy birthday".  The following day you realized what you had done.   What would you say to  him/her when you first see him/her in the morning?

      ……………………………………………………………………………

       ……………………………………………………………………………

20- You invited your colleague and her family to have tea with you at home. While offering her the cup of tea, you accidentally spilled it over her and stained her nice and expensive dress.  She said: "Don't worry." What would you say to her?  

……………………………………………………………………………

       ……………………………………………………………………………

21- On a sunny day you took your children to the park. While playing with the ball, your elder son hit a man who was sitting reading a newspaper and broke his eyeglasses. The man shouted at you angrily saying:  "Look what your son has done with my new eye-glasses!" What would you say to him?   

……………………………………………………………………………

      ……………………………………………………………………………

22- While returning some magazines you have borrowed from your friend, they fell from your hand on the ground.    You knelt and picked them up 

      immediately. What would you say to her?

     ...………………………………………………………………….………

     ……………………………………………………………………………

23- You borrowed a video tape from one of your colleagues at work and promised to give it back to him the following day.  While you were busy at home, your little son played with the tape and damaged it. What would you say to your colleague when you first see him on the following day?

………………………………………………………………….………

       ……………………………………………………………………………

24- While queuing up at the railway station trying to get a ticket, you accidentally trod on the foot of the woman standing behind you. What would you say to her? ……………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………

                                   _________________________________

