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Call for Papers
The African Association for Rhetoric 
Announces its 1st biennial

International Conference on the topic

Rhetoric, Protests and the Economy

New Date: 2-5 July 2007
Venue: University of KwaZulu-Natal, Durban, South Africa
Graduate School of Business Building, Francois Road
Industrial Actions and mass protests have great potency for sensitizing and / or compelling the ruling class to attend to the demands of its citizenry. The first recorded episode of such a strike occurred in 494 BC when the working class seceded and retired unto the Sacred Mountain in Rome and after an orator had appealed to them and told them the story about the body and its members, they finally agreed to return to the city. Since then strikes and protests have been prominently used by civil rights movements around the world. In the very recent past and even, currently, US, South Africa, Nigeria and other nations of the world have employed strikes and mass action as a means of channelling their grievances against oppressive regimes. The economies of these nations have suffered tremendous setbacks, and the poor have been further badly affected. Sometimes, the body politic has succeeded in achieving its goals. Presently, it is observable that while some governments positively respond to the demands of their citizens, others have regarded strikes and demonstrations as a political or social spectacle enacted by a restless civil society, especially since most government have experienced a number of these mass protests. Mass Actions have some times attracted brutal responses from the Police, and other times resulted in the destruction of lives and property. Africa today consists mostly of frail economies that require sensitivity on the part of both the government and the civil society. A pertinent question to address is: What are the rhetorical strategies that we can deploy to achieve stability and sustainable democracy in the millennium?


We hereby solicit abstracts, of about 250 words each from interested researchers, academics and scholars who will provide new insight and methodological approaches into understanding public protests and dialogue as complementary social discourse necessary for the development of a healthy democratic society. The papers should be about 25-30 minutes long. Since the papers presented at this conference will be published, we advise that papers submitted should be prepared for publication and not simply for presentation. 
Submission Deadlines: 

Abstracts: 13 April  2007 
Articles: 30 May 2007
The following and other pertinent sub-themes will be treated at the conference: 
· Origins and Conceptions of protest, power and rhetoric

· Strikes and Social memory

· Mass Action, rhetoric and Organised Unions (including national and trans-national organisations)

· Gender (Fem and Men’s Studies), Protest and Rhetoric

· Rhetoric, Democratic Governance and Violence

· Mass Action and the Law

· Political Transitions and Mass Protest

· Rights, Rhetoric and the theatre of War

· 911, War in Iraq and the Global Protest

· Strikes, the Economy and the Poor

· Religious Rhetoric and Protest

· Strikes and the Ideals of Medical Profession

· Protests and the Academia

· Strikes, Communication and the Media

· Region, Nation and Cultural Constructs of Protest

· Strikes and the Rhetoric of Poverty Alleviation

· Democratisation, Protest and Nation-Building

· Strikes, Governance and the Future of Democracy

· Strikes and Social behaviour

· Strikes, Civil Society and the Police

· Youth, Strikes and Development

· Protest, Identity and Socio-Political Icons (Life Histories)

Special Panel: Political Problems, Rhetorical Solution: Negotiating Democratic Agenda during Political Impasse between Government and Civil Society

Keynote Speakers:
Professor Philippe-J. Salazar

Director, Centre for Rhetoric, UCT

Rhetoric and the Republic: The Essential Tension
Professor David Cohen (Keynote) 
Department of Rhetoric and Law, and War Crimes Centre, 

UCLA, Berkeley

Professor William A. Cook (Keynote)

Evans Professor of Poetry and Oratory,

Department of English, Dartmouth College,

New Hampshire, USA
About the Conveners:

Segun Ige, and has taught in the Department of Classics, University of Ibadan, Ibadan, Nigeria and University of KwaZulu-Natal, Durban, South Africa. He completed his PhD at the University of Natal, (now, University of KwaZulu-Natal) Durban South Africa. Segun has always been involved in multidisciplinary teaching and has also presented papers and poetry at international conferences and international poetry festivals. He has published articles and papers on Gender and Rhetoric. His areas of interest include: rhetoric, Gender (especially, Men’s studies), Development and Policy Studies. Segun has completed an anthology and a collection of essays on the state of the nation.

Phone: +27 72 461 7415

E-mail: igejo@ukzn.ac.za
Philippe-J Salazar is current Director of Centre for Rhetoric, University of Cape-Town. Professor Salazar has organised numerous conferences and is President of the Association for Rhetoric and Communication in Southern Africa (ARCSA). He is involved in a major project that compares three plural democracies on three continents. Professor Salazar has initiated and brought to fruition many rhetoric related projects.  He has published several articles and chapters in refereed Journals and books. He also co-edited Truth in Politics: Rhetorical Approaches to Democratic Deliberation in Africa and Beyond (2004). His most recent book is About an African-Athens: Rhetoric and the Shaping of Democracy in South Africa (2002). His forthcoming book on Islamic Rhetoric has reached an advanced stage.

Address
Philippe-J Salazar, Rhetoric Studies, 
Centre for Rhetoric, 

University of Cape town

Phone: +27 (0) 82 902-1207
E-mail: Salazar@humanities.uct.ac.za
Association Website: NEW URL

Organisation 

The African Association for Rhetoric is a body of scholars, rhetors and researchers who engage in interrogating the deployment of rhetoric and speech communication in political, social, judicial and deliberative contexts. The fundamental goal of the Association is to encourage rhetors from all over Africa and the rest of the world to participate in rhetorical debates as they relate to democratic governance and other pertinent intersections that may be of interest to them. The Association also seeks to promote scholarship in African Rhetoric. The Association's activities include biennial conferences, occasional seminars and symposia. The Association's main publication is AJR: African Journal of Rhetoric.

Collaborating Institution (s), Partners and Sponsors
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The African Association for Rhetoric 

· Research Office

· Development Studies

Adams Bookshop
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Adams Bookshop, UKZN 

ARCSA

Centre for Rhetoric, UCT

International Organising Committee 

Conveners

Segun Ige, UKZN
Philippe Salazar UCT
Advisers

Professor Johan Jacobs
Professor Sihawu Ngubane
Prof Ari Sitas
Organising Committee 

Mistrey Deepak

Thenjiwe Magwaza

Elke Steimeyer

Editorial Board:
Professor William J. Dominik, Otago, New Zealand
Professor Philippe J Salazar, South Africa, 
Dr Segun Ige, Durban, South Africa
Collaborating Institutions & and Sponsors: 

UKZN Research Office

Centre for Civil Society, UKZN
Centre for Rhetoric Studies, UCT

Adams Bookshop

Others
Congress Secretariat 

InterAction Conferencing

University of KwaZulu-Natal

Office 329

Graduate School Building

Francois Road

Durban

4041

Telephone +27 (31) 260-1607

Facsimile   +27 (31) 260-1606

E-Mail  :  aar2007@ukzn.ac.za
Website :  www.interaction.ukzn.ac.za/aar2007
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Transport

To and from the airport: You can either catch a taxi or call Coastal Transport on (031) 465 5573 to book a transfer.  All costs are for your own account.
The congress will provide transport to and from the banquet dinner.  Delegates will be collected from and dropped off at the campus.
University Accommodation

Cost (per night including breakfast): R180
Available accommodation: Student Hostel
Alternative accommodation:
Please refer to the congress website for alternative accommodation options.
www.interaction.ukzn.ac.za/aar2007
Catering :
Congress Teas and Lunches are included in the registration fees
Banquet: R250 
Registration Fees:
Faculty: R2500
Students: R1200
Corporate Registration: R5 000
AAR�








