Gender & Language

LIN 4656/5657

WST 4930/6935

Fall 2009

T 7 / R 7-8 AND 19

Dr. MJ Hardman

Required textbooks (available at OBT):

Hardman, M.J. A Language Sampler for Language and Perception. Workbook for introductory courses in language and culture. Qillq Imprenta. 2008.

Brantenberg, Gerd. Egalia's Daughters: A Satire of the Sexes. The Seal Press. Translated from Norwegian by Louis Mackay.

Elgin, Suzette Haden A FIRST DICTIONARY AND GRAMMAR OF LÁADAN, Second Edition. Society for the Furtherance and Study of  Fantasy and Science Fiction, Inc. SF3.

Frank, Francine and Frank Ashen (1984). Language and the Sexes. Albany: State University of New York Press.

Vonarburg, Elisabeth. The Maerlande Chronicles. Tesseract Books. 1992.

Wagner, Sally Roesch: Sisters in Spirit: Haudenosaunee (Iroquois) Influence on Early American Feminists.

Oyewumi, Oyeronke. The Invention of Women: Making an African Sense of Western Gender Discourses. Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press. 1997.

Elgin, Suzette Haden You can't say that to me! Wiley. 1994.

(available on course reserve and at OBT)

M.J. Hardman, Anita Taylor, eds. Hearing Many Voices. Cresskill, N.J. Hampton Press, 2000. The Hampton Press communication series. 

Optional Textbook: (available at OBT)

Russ, Joanna. How to Suppress Women's Writing. Austin: University of Texas Press. 1983.

Course Website: 

http://grove.ufl.edu/~hardman
Website for reading and consulting:

http://mason.gmu.edu/~ataylor/dvd_project/
User name: language

Password: dvd_project

Website for Online Media:

http://www.clas.ufl.edu/llc/gender/
Username: hardman

Password: landg

HOME AND CLASS WORK:

 

Observations each week: workouts from Elgin books as assigned. 

 

Two short pieces: 

1) One on a woman that could have been a role model for you if you had ever heard of her (un-covering models).  Choose from the following books: 

· Marion Tinling. Women into the Unknown: a sourcebook on women explorers and travelers

· Annie Laurie Gaylor. Women without Superstitions
· Ethelie Ann Vare and Greg Ptacek. Mothers of Invention
· Mabel Armstong. Women Astronomers: Reaching for the Stars 
· Charlotte S. Waisman and Jill S. Tietien. Her Story: A Timeline of Women Who Changed America
Prepare a 1-2 page introduction of her for someone younger than yourself – for example elementary or high school.
2) A rewrite of an article changing the point of view to feminine from masculine (nature articles are especially good for this), sample copy from Women and Language (Men & Mooses).

 

Abstracts: Material to be shared with classmates; first abstract is one issue of Women and Language; others TBA. 

 

Papers: Three short papers, each of 5± pages.

The first paper is on difference: Discover something that women have in a different culture that you would like to have or that is more empowering than anything you have in your culture or that places women in an agent role where yours does not. Two examples are in your Sampler, others under resources for the course. 

 

The second paper must be on grammatical treatment of person (with principle categories not marked and description of where in the language sex is marked or not marked) in a non-European language:

 

The third paper is your choice.

Presentations of assigned readings in class (especially Láadan
Media- videos and audios as assigned (in the Language Lab TUR 1341)

Tuesdays

+  Week one
August 25, 2008 classes start

+  Tuesday August 26, 2008

· introduction

+ Week two

September 1, 2008 Labor Day - no classes

+  Tuesday September 2, 2008

· Observation: Generative Metaphor  -war/sex/sports (se ch 2 alternative 2.A http://mason.gmu.edu/~ataylor/dvd_project/observation.html 
· Ch 2: Use of Metaphors (dvd website)

· Ch 4: Limiting Agency, Intro-Denial (dvd website)

· Optional : Russ: pp 3-24 

· SF: Brantenberg pp 1-61


Thursdays

+  Thursday August 28, 2008

· Ch 1: How language Works (dvd website)

· Suzuki, Things and Words. (http://mason.gmu.edu/~ataylor/dvd_project/apps.html)
+  Thursday September 4, 2008

· Ch 3: Derivational Thinking (dvd website)

· Derivational Thinking Packet: http://plaza.ufl.edu/hardman/DTPacket/index.htm
· Sampler: 

Section one pp 1-18

Read the Sampler very carefully and several times.  Some parts you will want to commit to memory, other parts you will want to reread frequently.  Study the Sampler – it presents the scientific underpinning of all else we do in this course

-Frank: Preface, Intro, Chapter 1 “Naming Names”

+ Week three
+  Tuesday September 9, 2008

· Observation: Denial of Agency

· Pollution of Agency (dvd website; Ch 4)

· Optional: Russ: Chapter 4 “Pollution of Agency” 

· SF: Brantenberg pp 62-112

· Media: Suzette Haden Elgin: Women’s Language video (found online)

+ Week four 
Women and Language Abstract Due 

+  Tuesday September 16, 2008

· Observation: Pollution of Agency 

· False Categorization (dvd website; Ch 4)
· Optional: Russ: Chapter 5 “Double Standard of Content” 

· SF: Brantenberg pp 113-149

+  Thursday September 11, 2008

· Sampler: Section two “Phonetics” 

· LeGuin, U. K. Introducing Myself
· Frank: Chapters 2-3

-Hardman and Taylor: Introduction

- Hardman and Taylor: #1 and #2

+  Thursday September 18, 2008

· Sampler: Section three

· Frank: Chapters 4-5

· Hardman and Taylor: #3 and #4

+ Week five

+  Tuesday September 23, 2008

· Observation: Double Standard of Content (False Categorization by Content)

· False Categorization (dvd website; Ch 4)

· Optional: Russ: Chapter 6 “False Categorizing”

· SF: Brantenberg pp 150-199

· Media: Wager lecture on Matilda Gage and Iroquois (found online)

+ Week six

 First Paper Due 

+  Tuesday September 30, 2008

· Observation: False Categorizing by Category

· Isolation (dvd website ; Ch 4)

· Optional Russ: Chapter 7 “Isolation” 

· SF: Brantenberg pp 200-269

· Elgin: You Can’t…Intro, Step 1 (do the survey and choose 5 questions to hand in, labeling each question)




+  Thursday September 25, 2008

· Sampler: Section four

· Hardman and Taylor: #5 and #6

+  Thursday October 2, 2008

· Sampler: Section five

· Hardman and Taylor: #7 and #8

+ Week seven

+  Tuesday October 7, 2008

· Observation: Isolation

· Anomalousness (dvd website; Ch 4)

· Optional: Russ: Chapter 8 “Anomalousness” 

· SF: Vonarburg Part 1 pp 1-152

· Media: Bethel & Beyond Words (found online)

· Elgin: You Can’t…Steps 2 and 3 (Choose one of the logs; be sure to label which, plus a three-part message log)

· Láadan: Lessons 1 & 2, Rules 129-134

+  Thursday October 9, 2008

· Wagner: Read all

· Sampler: Section Six

· Hardman and Taylor: #9 and #10

· Oyewumi: Preface, Acknowledgements, Orthography

+ Week eight 
Second Abstract Due 

+  Tuesday October 14, 2008


· Observation: Anomalousness

· SF: Vonarburg Part 2 pp 153-228
· Elgin: You Can’t… Steps 4 and 5 (hand in 3 and 4 skills practice; do Hostile/Abuse log)
· Láadan: Lessons 3 & 4, Lessons pp 147-156

· Medial : Caral DVD (found in language lab only for 1 week)

Optional : Russ: Chapter Nine



+  Thursday October 16, 2008

· Sampler: Section seven

· Hardman and Taylor: #11 and #12 
· Oyewùmí: Chapter
· Ch 5:  Confusing Observation, Inference, and Judgment (dvd website)
+ Week nine
+  Tuesday October 21, 2008

· Observation: Un-covering Models (Lack of Models)  

· SF: Vonarburg Part 3 pp 229-289 (sections 1-5)

· Elgin: You Can’t…Steps 6 and 7 (do the VAP examples, choose one of the logs)

· Láadan: Lessons 5 &6 / Psalms

+ Week ten 

Second paper due

+  Tuesday October 28, 2008

· Observation: Men and Mooses [add link ch 3 alt 3]
· SF: Vonarburg Part 3 pp 290-352 (sections 6-9)

· Media: Defending Our Name. Black Women's Conference. 
(Found in Language Lab)

· Elgin: You can’t… Step 8 & Conclusion (Language Traffic Violations log) 
· Láadan: Lessons 7&8 / Days pp 135-138

+  Thursday October 23, 2008

· Sampler: Appendices / Review

· Hardman and Taylor: #13 and #14

· Oyewùmí: Chapter 2

· Ch 6: Maintenance of Privilege: CHESWAM (dvd website)

+  Thursday October 30, 2008

· Hardman and Taylor: #15 and #16

· Oyewùmí: Chapter 3 and 4

· Ch 7: Using Sentence Structure to Recreate Social Structure (dvd website) 
· Elgin's chapter
+ Week eleven

+  Tuesday November 4, 2008

· Observation: Women-As-Victim In The Subject Slot: 
Passive Exonerative
· SF: Vonarburg Part 3 pp 351-396; Part 4 pp 397-435 (sections 1-2)

· Media: WisCon: Language Includes, Language Excludes 
(Found Online)

· Láadan: Lessons 9 &10

+Week twelve

November 10, 2008 Veteran’s Day – no classes

+  Tuesday November 11, 2008

· Observation: [link ch 3 alternative 1]
· SF: Vonarburg pp 436-509 (Part 4 sections 3-6) 

· Láadan: Lessons Eleven & Twelve; Dictionary pp 61-90


 
+  Thursday November 6, 2008

· Hardman and Taylor: #17 and #18

· Oyewumi: Chapter 4

· Le Guin, Ursula K. Introducing Myself. 

· Ch 8: Is the Seducer (dvd website)

+  Thursday November 13, 2008

· Oyewùmí: Chapter 5 

· Cohn, Carol.  Exposing Nuclear Phallacies. (http://plaza.ufl.edu/hardman/LanguageAndGender/Cohn.pdf)

· Ch 9: Making Changes (dvd website)

+ Week thirteen

third paper due
+  Tuesday November 18, 2008

· Observation: Rewrite 6 metaphors as non-violent/non-sexist 

· SF: Vonarburg pp 510-567 (Part Four)

· Question for Final Exam due.

· Media: Did Elgin get it right? (found online)

· Láadan: Dictionary pp 91-128

+ Week fourteen

November 27-29, 2008 Thanksgiving – no classes

+  Tuesday November 25, 2008


Observation: [link ch 8]

· SF: Vonarburg pp 567-582 (Part 5)

· Láadan: Graduate Student Conclusion

· Add Tiptree & Lace
+  Thursday November 20, 2008

- Book presentations

+  Thursday November 27, 2008

- No classes


+ Week fifteen 

+ Tuesday December 2, 2008

· Book Presentations 

+Week sixteen 

December 10, 2008 Final Day of classes 

+ Tuesday December 9, 2008

· Reread Derivational Thinking Packet

+ Thursday December 4, 2008

· Book Presentations

+ Final Exam: 

 Monday December 15 

12:30-2:30 pm

