IGALA Advisory Board Elections

Candidate bios

Graduate Student Representative:

1)  Benedict Rowlett
With a background in English language teaching, my interest in language and gender/sexuality began with an ethnographic study I have been conducting for the past year on language learning and sexual identity among Cambodian men. Although the study is still in its early stages, I have already started to present some of my findings at international conferences, including the upcoming 22nd annual Lavender Languages conference in Washington DC. I am currently continuing my research as a PhD candidate at City University of Hong Kong.

I have also begun to make a contribution to the field of language and gender in several ways. I am a member of a local research group focusing on issues of sexuality in Hong Kong, Sex Scholars, as well as a volunteer for a local NGO that provides care and advice for elderly gay men. In addition, I was a reviewer for the IGALA 8 Graduate Student Essay Competition and am on the Conference Committee for IGALA 9 in 2016.  As a committee member I would therefore be in an ideal position to organize both the Graduate Student Workshop and the Graduate Student Essay Competition for the next conference in Hong Kong.  As well as my interest for the position of Graduate Student Representative, I would like to get involved in IGALA in any other ways I can. Because of this I would also like to be considered as a candidate for an Ordinary Member position. 

2)  Ernesto Cuba García

My name is Ernesto Cuba García. I am a current student in the Hispanic and Luso-Brazilian Literatures and Languages Ph.D. program, at The Graduate Center of The City University of New York (CUNY). My first choice would be to fill the post of Ordinary Member. My second choice would be the post of Graduate Student Representative on the Advisory Council of IGALA.

My intellectual and professional interests in the area of language, gender and sexuality began in 2006 while I was a freshman in Linguistics in Peru, my country of origin. After my BA in Linguistics, I pursued a diploma in Gender Studies (2011) in order to make intellectual connections with my Linguistics background and to offer a new perspective to Peruvian gender studies. I found it surprising to realize how pivotal the debate about the place of language was in gender theory and grassroots feminism. Seeing a lack of studies on the intersection of language, gender and sexuality in Peruvian academia, in 2013, I decided to offer a course on these topics, open to undergrad and graduate students (http://goo.gl/5OEJpc). The same year, with the support of fellow LGBT and feminist activists, I designed and managed a Queer Theory reading group, called “Deshaciendo Queer” (“Undoing queer”) (http://goo.gl/oVYlzT). Both experiences encouraged me to get involved in the dissemination of these issues to a broader audience. Thus, since the beginning of 2014, I run a Facebook page called “Lenguaje, género y sexualidad” (https://www.facebook.com/sexylinguistics), which constantly offers academic resources and popular media content about these issues. Since I still wanted to pursue a solid formation in Sociolinguistics, I applied and was admitted to CUNY. In my first semester I had the opportunity to explore my research areas and priorities, which are gendered constructions of speech in Latino and Peruvian communities, with emphasis on LGBT individuals. Nowadays, I am looking to launch an interdisciplinary language, gender and sexuality reading group in my program.

This semester, I have also had the opportunity to be the editor of LL Journal (http://cuny.is/lljournal), the journal published by the students in my Ph.D. program, and I think these skills could suit the organizational needs of IGALA. I have experience in identifying expert reviewers for submissions, proofreading and making decision on articles, and managing the newest digital tools for publications. Furthermore, as a community manager of LL Journal’s social networks, I am constantly posting about academic events related to literature, cultural history, cinema and visual arts, cultural and gender studies, as well as applied and theoretical Sociolinguistics in the Hispanic and Luso-Brazilian worlds.

In sum, I consider myself to have the background, the vocation and the experience to share knowledge and construct academic bridges among graduate students and non-academic audiences, traits that you could find valuable in your organization.

3) Gabriella Caminotto

I am writing to express my interest in the role of Graduate Student Representative. I am a 2nd-year PhD student at City University London, UK, supervised by Dr Lia Litosseliti, who also nominated me for this role. My research explores the material consequences that gendered discourses can have on individuals doing ‘women’s work’ in UK University Administration. My research interests lie in the broad areas of gender, language, sexualities, and intersectionality studies: I was one of the two founding members of the interdisciplinary Gender and Sexuality Research Forum at City University London, gathering academics and students from City as well as other UK Universities. 

I have been a graduate student for just over a year, and have so far thoroughly enjoyed this experience, culminating in my attendance and panel presentation at IGALA 8 in Vancouver, where I had the pleasure of meeting several IGALA members in person. I very much appreciate the importance of an association such as IGALA in making scholars and students worldwide feel part of the same community. This is particularly important for students who, like myself, are based at universities which do not have a department dedicated to gender studies, let alone gender and language studies. It would therefore be extremely exciting to be part of IGALA’s Advisory Council as the Graduate Student Representative.

The Graduate Student Representative role is something that I would not only feel passionate about, but that I could also substantially contribute to. Before embarking on my PhD, I worked in Student Services and administration for over three years, first at an English language school attracting students from all over the world, then at City University London, an equally international environment. This means that I have an in-depth understanding of international student needs and issues, and of cultural diversity, which is, and rightly so, very high on the agenda of international associations such as IGALA.  Although I am based in the UK and I am aware that you are looking to broaden the geographical spectrum as much as possible, I can bring my experience, both professional and personal – as a foreign student in the UK – and interest in cultural diversity to this role. 

4)  Roberta Iacovelli

My name is Roberta Iacovelli, and I am a 30-year-old MPhil/PhD student at City University – London, UK.

I am originally from Italy, and I am in the 3rd year of my PhD project, which is about gendered discourses in the allied health professions, with a particular interest in nursing and speech and language therapy in the UK.

I have been waiting for this opportunity to nominate myself for the post as student representative in the IGALA council since I became a member of IGALA two years ago. When the time has come for these nominations to take place, I have discussed my idea of self-nomination with my first supervisor, Dr Lia Litosseliti, who has kindly supported my willingness to become part of the council.

I personally consider the opportunity to become a student representative the perfect occasion for myself to put together my theoretical studies and knowledge with my practical organisational, communicative and interpersonal skills. I have learnt from differen fields, in my studies: I have obtained a BA in Translation, a first MA in Languages and Communication, a second MA in Business and Public Communication, and I am currently working on my PhD at the Division of Language and Communication Sciences of the School of Health Sciences at City University. The leitmotiv of the whole path have been gender studies, which have been my main interest since my BA, and which I have studied from different perspectives and with different approaches, as can be understood from my education. In addition, I have been studying in three different countries (Italy, Spain and the UK), adapting myself to different systems and adopting different points of view on the subjects I studied and on education itself.

As a person, I am strong and reliable, and very passionate about anything I consider relevant – which is how I consider IGALA and gender studies. I am quite aware of my limits and talents, and I can assure that my main talents are making myself and my thoughts visible, discussing points of view, communicating with people and finding solutions and compromises. 


I think I am the right person to represent the graduate student members of IGALA in the council because I can combine my personal innate abilities together with my knowledge and my intercultural background experience to perform all the tasks required for the post.

As an alternative, I would also like to be considered for the post as a member responsible for moderating and running the GALA-List. In the unlikely event that I am chosen for both of the posts, my preference goes to the post as student representative.

If I was chosen as a student representative, I would like (and would be able) to discuss existing issues with the student members of the association and report about those issues to the IGALA council members, foster academic-related discussions among the students, stimulate contributions by the students to the development of the association, emphasize the role of the students in the association in general terms, make sure that the students’ participation to the life of the association becomes wider and more productive, and make the student section of the association more visible on the social media, in order to enlarge our public and the number of student members.

I think that I am now in the right position to candidate myself as a member of the council because of my age, because of the stage I am now in my PhD project, and because of the self-awareness the I now have as a junior scholar, a student, and a woman. 

IGALA 8 has been by far the best experience of my life, and I think that being granted one of these positions, and in particular the post as student representative, would be the best opportunity for me to network, know and do in the world of gender and language studies. But I also think I myself would be a great opportunity for the IGALA council and the IGALA student members, if I became their representative.

Ordinary Member:

1) Lucy Jones
I am an Assistant Professor in Sociolinguistics at the University of Nottingham, UK. My research is firmly rooted in the field of Language, Gender and Sexuality, with particular focus on lesbian interaction (Jones 2011, 2012, 2015), heteronormative discourse (van der Bom et al 2015, Jones & Mills 2014) and, in my current work-in-progress, transgender identities. I have been a member of IGALA since 2006, have published in Gender and Language, and regularly present my work at IGALA conferences. 

I have relevant experience which would make me well suited to membership of the IGALA Advisory Council: I was elected as an Ordinary Member of the BAAL Special Interest Group for Language and Gender in 2013, and have been on the Lavender Languages and Linguistics conference Organizing Committee since 2012. In 2007, I created the North and Midlands Language and Gender Reading Group (UK), from which new collaborations and projects have emerged. As a member of these groups, I have gained experience that would be beneficial in tasks related to the creation and support of networks and local/regional IGALA branches and events. I could also contribute to IGALA’s online identity through a blog, a website, or social media; I run my own research blog, Tweet via @jones_lucy, have created and now maintain a website for the Language and Gender Reading Group, and am also responsible for Lavender Language’s social media presence.  

I would be delighted to play a role in supporting IGALA, because the association both reflects the research areas that I am passionate about and has a vital role to play in the continuing development of Language, Gender and Sexuality as a field of study. As such, I would be honored if I were elected to the Advisory Council.
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2) Joana Plaza Pinto
I am currently an Associate Professor at the Federal University of Goiás, in central Brazil, and a Grantee Researcher at the CNPq (the Brazilian National Council for Scientific and Technological Development).

I took a Master’s degree (1998) and a Ph.D. (2002) in Linguistics at Unicamp (University of Campinas). I also took part of my doctoral studies at École des Hautes Études en Sciences Sociales (Paris, 1999-2000), under the supervision of the philosopher Jacques Derrida. Recently (2013-2014), I stayed as Researcher Visitor in Pagu (Center for Gender Studies, at Unicamp, Brazil) and in Babylon Center (University of Tilburg, The Netherlands). Currently, I am an Executive Editor of SIGNÓTICA journal, a semestral publication by the Graduate Program of Letters and Linguistics of the Federal University of Goiás (http://www.revistas.ufg.br/index.php/sig/about/editorialTeam).

I conduct research in pragmatics, gender and feminism, with an interdisciplinary approach, mainly in the following issues: speech acts, body, performativity, identity, epistemic decolonization and, more recently, migration and language ideologies. I have a strong interest in the political and research interrelation between language, gender studies and postcolonial studies.

My interest in these issues started early (1993) when I joined a feminist group in Goiás, founded in 1987 and still active, Grupo Transas do Corpo (www.transadocorpo.org.br). I represented my faculty at the Workshop “Gender, Multiculturalism and Human Rights”, organized by the Brazil-Europe Studies Institute, a partnership between Brazilian and European universities, funded by European Union. During 2008-2012, I have coordinated the research group "Identities Practices in Applied Linguistics" in the National Association of Literature and Linguistics Postgraduate Studies. 

Currently, I am an IGALA Advisory Council member. During the last years, I have contributed to spread IGALA and its Conference, especially in Latin America. I hope I can contribute more to increase the interested in local language and gender issues, and to stimulate local IGALA branches or events.

3) Holly Cashman
I am an Associate Professor of Spanish (Linguistics) in the Department of Languages, Literatures, & Cultures and a core faculty member in the Women's Studies program at the University of New Hampshire (USA). I am currently engaged in writing a critical sociolinguistic ethnography of queer, Latina/o bilinguals in Phoenix, Arizona. I am deeply interested in gender/sexuality and discourse/interaction, particularly in mass media and social media. I am honored to have just published an article (co-authored with Chase Wesley Raymond) in Gender & Language in 2014.

As a member of the Advisory Council, I have created and maintained the IGALA Facebook page (liked by over 950 people) and moderated the GALA-L listserv. I also reviewed conference abstracts and papers for the graduate award, as well as wrote an (unfortunately unfunded) grant for support of conference travel. I would hope to be able to continue in the capacity of media and communications, and I would be open to taking on other responsibilities as needed, including working on creating and maintaining a new IGALA website. 

  

4)  Kate Power
I am an Australian-Canadian currently working as a sessional instructor at the University of British Columbia (UBC), Canada, where I teach genre-theoretical and corpus-based approaches to writing across the disciplines. To date, my research has focused on religious and gender identity constructions, drawing on critical discourse analysis, conversation analysis, membership categorization analysis, stance and narrative analysis. More recently, I have also begun working on topics in international development, in particular media debates around food security in India.
 
I earned my PhD in Applied Linguistics in 2010, under the supervision of Greg Myers at Lancaster University, UK, where I was examined by Ruth Wodak and Grace Davie (Sociology, Exeter). Prior to pursuing an academic career, I worked as a consultant in (immigrant and refugee) settlement and multicultural affairs, with the Australian government.
 
I am interested in, and believe myself capable of, contributing to the IGALA Advisory Council by
· moderating and running the GALA-List
· running an IGALA blog on teaching/research/activism matters
· promoting visibility on language, gender and sexuality research by collating and posting information on new books and resources on the website
· helping with any other tasks decided by the Association.
 

5) Federica Formato

There are several reasons why I candidate myself, some are professional and some others are personal. I am a researcher in gender and language (exploring sexuality), I am very passionate about the topic and I believe that our research can have considerable impact outside academia, specifically in places where there are still forms of evident and subtle inequalities (and yes, sexism!) between women and men. On the topic, I dedicate part of my spare time: I write a weekly column on gender and Italian (http://www.sannioteatrieculture.it/main.php?vxCategoria=lingua%20di%20genere, twitter: lingua_genere, Facebook: Lingua di Genere) with the aim to transfer my knowledge to readers who might or might not think about gender(ed) issues. One of the personal reasons is my immense gratitude to the IGALA committee that selected me for one of their bursaries to reach Vancouver last June (IGALA 8).
I believe that my academic profile together my personal commitment and enthusiasm can contribute to the IGALA project. I am a pro-active person and I would love to interact with the IGALA community. I previously worked as a media coordinator and I would bring my expertise to widen the international and local communities of researchers on the topic of language, gender and sexuality. If elected, I am also planning to bridge between our community (promote research on the website) and the outside world (e.g. liaise with newspapers/media to let them know about our research). I am committed to widen audience and to spread our research to maximise its impact mainly inside but also outside academia. I would be also happy to team with other members of the IGALA advisory council to improve the social media stategy (twitter and facebook, I found them particularly useful before and during IGALA 8). I would be thrilled to be an IGALA voice!
I obtained my PhD at Lancaster University in 2014. The project, supervised by Dr Jane Sunderland and Prof Elena Semino, dealt with gender and language in the Italian parliament. I investigated forms of address, second person plural devices and violence metaphors. I am a seasoned conference presenter and I have conducted seminars on sexism in the Italian culture (for Italian and Discourse students at Lancaster University and UCLan). At the moment, I am looking for a job and working on publications.

6) Joanna Pawelczyk

http://wa.amu.edu.pl/wa/Pawelczyk_Joanna
Joanna Pawelczyk is an Associate Professor of Sociolinguistics at Adam Mickiewicz University in Poznań, Poland. She is currently deputy dean for doctoral studies at the Faculty of English at AMU.  Her research primarily focuses on language and gender and discourses of psychotherapy. She has published in a range of international journals and edited collections on gender and psychotherapy. Joanna is currently involved in the British Council funded project entitled “Investigating gender and sexuality in the ESL classroom: Raising publishers’, teachers’ and students’ awareness”. She organized a few international conferences for MA and Ph.D. students.

My contribution:

· promoting the IGALA visibility as well as language, gender and sexuality research by 1. creating and supporting international and national networks

2. overseeing the organization of local/regional branches and events & actively identifying related (inter)disciplinary networks

3. disseminating the findings of our field to general audience by organizing workshops, lectures at the local level supported by the IGALA

· organizing the IGALA book prize

· refreshing the format of the IGALA conference:

1. at least one plenary lecture should identify/outline the (current) research trends/research areas and topics that must constitute a priority for language, gender and sexuality researchers- research agenda until the next IGALA

2. workshops on methodology in language, gender and sexuality research offered by senior researchers to newcomers (MA; PhD students)

7) Roberta Iacovelli (see #4 above)
8) Ernesto Cuba García (see #2 above)

9) Benedict Rowlett (see #1 above)

10) Lily Atanga

Lily Atanga, PhD, teaches gender and discourse studies at the University of Bamenda, Cameroon. She has published several articles on the topic and is also on the editorial board of Gender and Language Journal. Her publications include Gender and Language in Sub-Saharan African Contexts: Tradition, Struggle and Change edited with Sibonile Ellece, Lia Litosseliti and Jane Sunderland.

 

Lily has been an active member of IGALA for many years, attending IGALA conferences and reviewing submissions, etc. She studied in Lancaster (UK) under the supervision of Jane Sunderland and has been an active scholar, particularly in regards to African scholarship. She lives and works in Bamenda, Cameroon.
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