IGALA EXECUTIVE COUNCIL ELECTIONS – CANDIDATE BIOS

Post of Secretary – ONE Candidate
Kate POWER is a critical discourse analyst who teaches Arts Studies in Research and Writing at the University of British Columbia. She holds a doctoral degree in Applied Linguistics from Lancaster University, UK, where her dissertation involved an interdisciplinary study of religious and other public sphere discourses in Canada. Kate uses various linguistic approaches to investigate discursive constructions of identity and negotiations of diversity within the context of Canadian multiculturalism. She is particularly interested in intersections of religiosity/secularism and gender/sexuality. Prior to pursuing an academic career, Kate worked in public and higher education administration, as both a community consultant with the Australian Department of Immigration and Multicultural Affairs and registrar for a Canadian university college. 

Post of Vice President (President-Elect) – TWO Candidates (in alphabetical order)
1. Allyson JULE, PhD, is Professor of Education and Co-Director of the Gender Studies Institute at Trinity Western University in Langley, BC, Canada. She has been a member of IGALA since 2001, has attended every conference since, has been member-at-large and has most recently served as the conference co-chair for IGALA8 in Vancouver, June 2004. She wishes to serve as Vice-President for this amazing association and work alongside the President and other members of the executive body. She comes with experience and the personal qualities necessary for this position.

Allyson earned her PhD in London at the Roehampton Institute. She taught at the University of Glamorgan in Wales for six years before returning home to Canada in 2008. Allyson Jule has particular research interests in the area of gender & language in the classroom as well as gender & language alongside religious identity. She is the author of A Beginner’s Guide to Language and Gender and Gender, Participation and Silence in the Language Classroom: Sh-shushing the Girls and the editor of two collections of sociolinguistic scholarship: Gender and the Language of Religion and Language and Religious Identity. She also co-edited with Bettina Tate Pedersen Being Feminist, Being Christian: Essays from Academia.  She has most recently published a book based on the IGALA8 conference in Vancouver, Shifting Visions: Gender and Discourses (Cambridge Scholars Press).

2. My name is Agnes KANG, and I am happy to accept the nomination for IGALA Vice President/President-Elect. I have served as IGALA Secretary for the past two years, working with the past two IGALA presidents, and I feel I have learned a great deal about IGALA and about running an international association. I received my PhD in linguistics from the University of California, Santa Barbara in 2000. I previously taught at the University of Hong Kong before joining Lingnan University in 2014. 

My own research in gender and discourse focuses on the discursive construction of gender ideologies. I have been collaborating (with Katherine Chen) on a series of papers on the “(Hong) Kong Girl” as part of my interest in gender ideologies circulating in media and new media. My articles have appeared in Discourse and Society, Journal of Politeness Research, Pragmatics, and Journal of Sociolinguistics, among others, and I have contributed chapters to several volumes, including Femininity, Feminism and Gendered Discourse (Janet Holmes and Meredith Marra, eds.) and Beyond Yellow English: Toward a Linguistic Anthropology of Asian Pacific America (Angela Reyes and Adrienne Lo, eds.). Some of my publications can be downloaded from: http://hku-hk.academia.edu/AgnesKang. 

I am running for IGALA Vice President/President-Elect for two main reasons. First, I would like to work closely with the interactional researchers I have met in the last several years to strengthen and develop IGALA as an organization that continues to support data-driven research on gender, language and sexuality. Second, I hope that by serving as IGALA VP/President, I can raise the profile of gender and language research in Hong Kong and the Asia Pacific region as a whole. With IGALA 9 being planned in Hong Kong for 2016, this makes it an opportune time to promote language, gender and sexuality research in my local community. Another short-term goal for IGALA is to develop an updated web presence for IGALA to strengthen the foundations of communication and allow IGALA to continue to grow. IGALA has gathered an impressive international expertise that has defined a dynamic discipline, and I hope to see it grow even more in the next few years.
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