
                                            

 

 

Anne Marie Devlin (University College Cork) & Annarita Magliacane (University of Liverpool) are pleased to invite 

you to the second talk of the series of SAR (Study Abroad Research) events. 

 

Xiaoru Yu (Radboud University, Nethelands) - Study Abroad and L2 Listening Development 

 

Thursday 25th March 13:00 (Irish/British time) via Zoom. 

Please register here to receive the Zoom link.  

All very welcome! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact details: amdevlin@ucc.ie; A.Magliacane@liverpool.ac.uk  

Abstract. Motivated by DeKeyser’s (2015) skill acquisition theory of second language acquisition, this study compares L2 listening 

development in study abroad (SA) and at home (AH) contexts from both language knowledge and processing perspectives. 149 

Chinese postgraduates studying in either China or the UK participated in a battery of listening tasks at the beginning and at the end 

of an academic year. These tasks measure auditory vocabulary knowledge and listening processing efficiency (i.e., accuracy, speed, 

and stability of processing) in word recognition, grammatical processing, and semantic analysis. Results show that, provided equal 

starting levels, the SA learners made more progress than the AH learners in speed of processing across the language processing tasks, 

with less clear results for vocabulary acquisition. Studying abroad may be an effective intervention for L2 learning, especially in terms 

of processing speed. 
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