Dear Brian,

in support of your application for the continuation of your research grant from the NIH I would like to give an outline how I and my research group at Oldenburg University have been using CHILDES.

We have collected the largest data base of German child language. This was done in a longitudinal study with samples of normally hearing children and deaf children with cochlear implants. The study was funded for four years, 1996-2000, by Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft (German Science Foundation). All 420 speech samples were transcribed with CHILDES. They are in the CHILDES data base as the SZAGUN Corpora. A large number of publications, invited talks and conference publications is based on this data set (see attached list), and work with the data is ongoing. 

The data have also been used by other research groups, i.e. at Max-Planck Institute, Leipzig. 

In a new research project, again funded by Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft, from 2003-2005, a series of grammatical analyses were carried out with the data using the CHILDES system. The special focus was the acquisition of gender marking, the use of the optional infinitive and the acquisition of verb marking.

Since 2005 our research group has been working on the construction of a German parental questionnaire and the collection of normative data using this questionnaire. Again, this study is funded by Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft, 2005 ongoing. Item selection for the vocabulary section of the questionnaire is based on the spontaneous speech samples which we transcribed with CHILDES. The questionnaire has an extensive grammar section including a detailed section on inflectional morphology. Item selection is again based on the speech samples and the grammatical analyses with the SZAGUN corpora. CHILDES programmes were used for these analyses.
Our samples cover typical development and language development in children with cochlear implants and represent the largest set of spontaneous speech samples for this latter population. They are also available in the CHILDES database.

Using the CHILDES programmes has made these transcriptions and analyses possible.

A list of publications, research grants, diploma and doctoral theses is attached.

In my view, it is essential that research on the CHILDES programmes continues which enables the programmes to be continually improved and become more useful to researchers studying languages other than English.
Yours sincerely,

Gisela

Publications based on data transcribed and analyzed using CHILDES – in English

Szagun, G. (2001a). Learning different regularities: The acquisition of noun plurals by German-speaking children. First Language, 21, 109-141.

Szagun, G. (2001b). Language acquisition in young German-speaking children with cochlear implants: Individual differences and implications for conceptions of a "sensitive phase". Audiology & Neuro-Otology, 6, 288-297.
Szagun, G. (2002a). Learning the h(e)ard way: The acquisition of grammar in young German-speaking children with cochlear implants and with normal hearing. In Windsor, F., Kelly, M. L. & Newlett, N. (Eds.), Investigations in Clinical Phonetics and Linguistics (pp. 131-144). Mahwah, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates. 

Szagun, G. (2002b). The acquisition of grammar in young German-speaking children with cochlear implants and with normal hearing. In K. Schauwers, P. Govaerts & S. Gillis (Eds.), Language acquisition in young children with a cochlear implant. Antwerp papers in linguistics, 102, (pp. 41-60). University of Antwerp. 

Szagun, G. (2004a). Learning by ear: On the acquisition of case and gender marking by German-speaking children with cochlear implants and with normal hearing. Journal of Child Language, 31, 1-30.

Szagun, G. (2004b). Individual differences in language acquisition by young children with cochlear implants and implications for a concept of 'sensitive phase'. In R. Miyamoto (Ed.), Cochlear Implants, pp. 308-11. Amsterdam: Elsevier.

Szagun, G. (2004c). German – Szagun. Talk Bank. http://childes.psy.cmu.edu
Szagun, G., Steinbrink, C., Franik, M. & Stumper, B. (2006). Development of vocabulary and grammar in young German-speaking children assessed with a German language development inventory. First Language, 26, 259-280.

Szagun, G., Stumper, B. Sondag, N. & Franik, M. (2007). The acquisition of gender marking by young German-speaking children: Evidence for learning guided by phonological regularities. Journal of Child Language, 34, 445-471. 

Invited Talks

Szagun, G. (2000). Language acquisition in German-speaking children with cochlear implants. Paper at the Meeting of the Deaf Education Research Group, University of Birmingham, England, 11-13 February.

Szagun, G. (2002). The acquisition of grammar in young German-speaking children with cochlear implants and with normal hearing. Paper presented as part of an Invited Symposium 'Language acquisition in young children with a cochlear implant' at the International Congress for the Study of Child Language, Madison, USA.

Szagun, G. (2004). Individual differences in language acquisition by young children with cochlear implants and implications for the conceptualization of a 'sensitive phase'. Paper at the VIIIth International Cochlear Implant Conference, May 2004, Indianapolis, USA.

Szagun, G. (2005). Rehabilitation of children with cochlear implants in Germany. Member of the Panel discussing 'International issues surrounding cochlear implantation' at the SRCD Preconference 'The development of children with cochlear implantation', April 2005, Atlanta, USA.

Szagun, G. (2008). The younger the better? Variability in the spoken language development of young children with cochlear implants. Paper presented at DCAL, University College London, UK, January.

Presentations at conferences

Franik, M., Szagun, G., Steinbrink, C. & Stumper, B. (2005). Development of vocabulary and grammar in young German-speaking children assessed with a German language development inventory. Poster presented at the International Congress for the Study of Child Language, Berlin, Germany, July.

Steinbrink, C. & Szagun, G. (2002). Relations between phonological and inflectional errors in German-speaking children with cochlear implants and with unimpaired hearing. Poster presentation at the International Congress for the Study of Child Language, Madison, USA, 16-21 July 2002.

Stumper, B. & Szagun, G. (2007). The acquisition of verb-argument structure in young German-speaking children. Poster presented at Child Language Seminar, Reading, UK.

Szagun, G. (1998). The acquisition of language by young cochlear-implanted children: a developmental psycholinguistic approach. Paper presented at the "4th European Symposium on Paediatric Cochlear Implantation", 's Hertogenbosch, Niederlande.

Szagun, G. (2001a). Language acquisition in young German-speaking children with cochlear implants: and epigenetic construction. Paper presented at the 31st Annual Meeting of the Jean Piaget Society, Berkeley, California May 31-June 2, 2001.

Szagun, G. (2001b). Learning multiple regularities: The acquisition of noun plurals by young German-speaking children. Paper presented at the Child Language Seminar, Hertfordshire, England, 9- 11 July, 2001.

Szagun, G. (2002). "Der", "die", "den", "dem" or "das"? The acquisition of case and gender marking by German-speaking children with cochlear implants and with normal hearing. Paper presented at the International Congress for the Study of Child Language, Madison, USA, 16-21 July 2002.

Szagun, G. (2007a). It isn't all age: Experiential factors account for variability in linguistic progress of young children with cochlear implants. Paper presented at Child Language Seminar, Reading, UK.

Szagun, G. (2007b). What influences linguistic progress of young children with cochlear implants? Paper presented at the conference of the British Psychological Society, Developmental Section, Plymouth, UK.

Szagun, G. & Steinbrink, C. (2000). With a little help: Language acquisition in German-speaking children with cochlear implants and parental input language. Paper presented at XXVII International Congress of psychology, Stockholm, July, 23-28, 2000.

Szagun, G. & Stumper, B. (2007a). The Younger the Better? Factors Accounting for Variability in Linguistic Progress of Young Children with Cochlear Implants. Poster presented at the Biennial Meeting of the Society for Research in Child Development, Boston, U.S.A.

Szagun, G. & Stumper, B. (2007b).The optional infinitive in German child language revisited: Evidence for the influence of adult input and verb constructions. Poster presented at the Biennial Meeting of the Society for Research in Child Development, Boston, U.S.A.

Publications based on data transcribed and analyzed using CHILDES – in German
Szagun, G. (2001a). Spracherwerb bei Kindern mit Cochlea-Implantat im Vergleich mit normal hörenden Kindern. Sprache - Stimme - Gehör, 25, 124-131.

Szagun, G. (2001b). Wie Sprache entsteht: Spracherwerb bei Kindern mit beeinträchtigtem und normalem Hören. Weinheim: Beltz. 

Szagun, G. (2002a). Wörter lernen in der Muttersprache: Der ontogenetische Vokabularerwerb. In J. Dittmann & C. Schmidt (Hersg.), Über Wörter (S. 311-333). Freiburg: Rombach Verlag.

Szagun, G. (2002b). Spracherwerb bei Kindern mit Cochlea-Implantat: Individuelle Entwicklungswege und Implikationen für Konzeptionen einer sensiblen Phase. Pediatrics and Related Topics, 41, 545-558.

Szagun, G. (2003). Spracherwerb bei Kindern mit Cochlea-Implantat im Vergleich mit normal hörenden Kindern. Forum: Halbjahresschrift des Deutschen Fachverbandes für Gehörlosen- und Schwerhörigenpädagogik, 11, 71-82.

Szagun, G. (2004a). FRAKIS – Fragebogen zur Erfassung der frühkindlichen Sprachentwicklung. CD, Universität Oldenburg, Institut für Psychologie.

Szagun, G. (2006b). Sprachentwicklung beim Kind: ein Lehrbuch. Weinheim: Beltz.

Szagun, G. (2006c). Variabilität im frühen Spracherwerb: normal – nicht pathologisch. Kinder- und Jugendarzt, 37, 11, 1-4.

Szagun, G. (2007a). Wunderwerk Cochlea-Implantat? Sprachentwicklung bei jungen Kindern mit Cochlea-Implantat. Das Zeichen, 75 (21), 110-121.

Szagun, G. (2007b). Langsam gleich gestört? Variabilität und Normalität im frühen Spracherwerb. Forum Logopädie, 3 (21), 20 -25.

Szagun, G. (2007c). Das Wunder des Spracherwerbs: So lernt Ihr Kind sprechen. Weinheim: Beltz.

Szagun, G. (2007d). Frühkindlicher Spracherwerb. In Brokmann-Nooren, C., Gereke, I., Kiper, H. & Renneberg, W. (Hrsg.), Bildung und Lernen der Drei- bis Achtjährigen , S. 140-152. Bad Heilbrunn: Klinkhardt.

Szagun, G. (2007e). Grammatikentwicklung. In H. Schöler & A. Wellings (Hrsg.), Sonderpädagogik der Sprache, Band 1, Handbuch Sonderpädagogik. S. 29-42. Göttingen: Hogrefe.

Szagun, G., Fogel-Rosen, A., Ziehm, A., Ricken, A., Steinbrink, C. & Greenbaum, C. (2003). Häusliche Umwelt und Kindergarten in der Entwicklung hörgeschädigter Kinder mit Cochlea-Implantat und mit Hörgeräten und normal hörender Kinder. Hörgeschädigte Kinder, 40, (3), 115-127.

Szagun, G., Bertram, B. & Meyer, V. (2003). Das Nachsprechen von Sätzen der Hannover-Prüfreihen (HHPR) und Grammatikerwerb. Hörgeschädigte Kinder, 40, (3), 127-132.

Szagun, G. & Steinbrink, C. (2004). Typikalität und Variabilität in der frühkindlichen Sprachentwicklung: eine Studie mit einem Elternfragebogen. Sprache – Stimme – Gehör, 28, 137-145.
Invited Talks

Szagun, G. (2001). Über Hören zur Sprache: Spracherwerb bei Kindern mit Cochlea-Implantat im Vergleich mit normal hörenden Kindern. Vortrag am Max-Planck-Institut für neuropsychologische Forschung Leipzig. Leipzig, im Mai, 2001.

Szagun, G. (2002).Spracherwerb bei Kindern mit Cochlea-Implantat: Individuelle Entwicklungswege und Implikationen für Konzeptionen einer sensiblen Phase. Vortrag auf dem internationalen und interdisziplinären Symposium "Frühdiagostik von Hörstörungen und frühe Hör-Sprach-Förderung hörbehinderter Kinder". Berlin, Januar 2002.

Szagun, G. (2005). Wunder Cochlea-Implantat: Spracherwerb bei Kindern mit Cochlea-Implantat. Vortrag auf dem 34. db-Jahreskongress, Kassel, Mai.

Szagun, G. (2006a). Sprachentwicklung beim Kind. Vortrag auf dem Seminar des Katholischen Bildungszentrums Rheinland-Pfalz. Ludwigshafen, 18.-20. Februar, 2006.

Szagun, G. (2006b). Spracherwerb bei Kindern mit Cochlea-Implantat: Was ist realistisch? Vortrag auf dem 2. Cochlear Implant Symposium. Berlin, 28.-29. April, 2006.

Szagun, G. (2006c). Normale und pathologische Sprachentwicklung. Vortrag auf dem Kongress des Berufsverbandes der deutschen Kinder- und Jugendärzte (BVJK). Bad Orb, 15.-20. Oktober 2006.

Research Grants to Gisela Szagun 

by: Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft (German Science Foundation)

1) Language Acquisition in children with normal hearing and children with cochlear implants

Project Nos: Sz 41/5-1, 1996-1998, and Sz 41/5-2, 1998-2000: 

2) The acquisition of morphosyntactic schemata

Project No: Sz 41/10, 2003-2005

3) Variability in early language acquisition: a parental questionnaire study

Project Nos: Sz 41/11-1, 2005-2007, and Sz 41/11-2, 2007 ongoing

Diploma Theses
Hampf, T. (1999). Mother-child dialogues in early language acquisition of children with cochlear implants and children with normal hearing

Steinbrink, C. (1999). The effect of exaggerated segmentaton in mothers' speech on the acquisition of language in children with cochlear implants
Pelz, A. (2007). Development of sentence structure in children with cochlear implants and children with normal hearing

Stumper, B. (2007). The acquisition of verb-argument structure in young German-speaking children

Doctoral Theses
Steinbrink, C. (2004). Phonological and morphological errors in the language of children with cochlear implants and children with normal hearing

Rüter, M. (still in progress). The influence of maternal expansions and children's imitations on the language development of children with cochlear implants and children with normal hearing

