Part-Time ParseBank Annotation Opportunities with Powerset
Powerset, a San Francisco based Natural Language web search company, is offering part-time contract positions to applicants with training in linguistics, with a special preference for applicants with a strong background in syntax.

Powerset (a Microsoft company) is building next-generation search applications that incorporate world-class natural language technology with traditional information retrieval techniques, enabling us to do deep language processing on a web scale.  These efforts are backed by significant core technologies and infrastructure, as well as a world-class team of computational linguists, system engineers, and user experience experts.

Powerset annotation contractors will be given the opportunity to gain valuable applied linguistics experience at competitive pay with flexible offsite work. Contract annotators will support the ongoing data creation and system evaluation work of the Corpus Development Team in Powerset’s Metrics and Ranking Group. This team is responsible for the creation and evaluation of Natural Language corpora, specifically with regard to Powerset’s LFG-based syntactic parsing system.  

Qualified applicants will assist with: 
· LFG ParseBank Creation: 
· Selecting appropriate c-structure and f-structure parses for a variety of text inputs   
· Providing feedback on errors in the parsing system
· LFG ParseBank Quality Control: 
· Resolving discrepancies between multiple parses
· Hand-correcting automatically detected parse errors 
· Reviewing ParseBanked data for correctness
Attendance at a weekly annotators teleconference is required.

Pay, which is competitive, is determined by the amount of linguistic training and corpus development experience. Annotation will begin spring semester of 2009 and currently has no end date.

Interested applicants should send an up-to-date resume (or CV) to the following two addresses:
albaird@microsoft.com

walker@powerset.com
