Language Policy

Bernard Spolsky

February 2004

Bernard Spolsky looks at the many debates at the forefront of language policy in this up-to-date introduction. The topics covered include ideas of correctness and bad language; bilingualism and multilingualism; language death and efforts to preserve endangered languages; language choice as a human and civil right; and language education policy. Spolsky develops a theory of modern national language policy and the major forces controlling it and explores questions that arise concerning the recognition of language policies and language management.
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Compulsory Irish: The Language and the Education System, 1870S-1970s


Adrian Kelly, Joe O' Toole
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Language and education are both defining elements of a nation. In independent Ireland, the attempt to revive the Irish language was the single most important policy in shaping the education system, with significant negative consequences for both the standard of education and the perceived status of the language.
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Indigenous Languages Across the Community

Barbara Burnaby and Jon Reyhner

February 2002

This book contains 27 papers describing indigenous language efforts in Canada, the USA, New Zealand, Zimbabwe, Mexico, Russia, and the Caribbean. They are divided into six sections: Broad perspectives and policy, language and whole community development, educational advances, languages and literacy development, the media, and the meeting of Inuit and Yupik participants.
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Reviews: 

Language Education Policy: The Arab Minority in Israel 


Muhammad Hasan Amara, Abd Al-Rahman Mari 

June 2002 

The Israeli reality points to a number of deep divisions among the population (such as between Sephardi-Ashkenazi, Orthodox-secular, men-women, Arab-Jew), most of which, in our opinion, are progressively decreasing as time passes. The Arab-Jewish divide is the deepest of all, and there is still no solution. In spite of its intensity, it did not enjoy a centrality whether in public debates or in academia. This subject has only come on the agenda after sharp tensions between Arabs and Jews.

Kluwer Academic Publishers

ISBN: 1402005857 

Contents: http://www.wkap.nl/prod/b/1-4020-0585-7?a=2

Reviews: http://www.wkap.nl/prod/b/1-4020-0585-7

Women, Europe and the New Languages of Politics 

(Politics, Culture, and Society in the New Europe) 

 Hilary Footitt 

July 2002

This book contributes to two ongoing debates: one about the presence and activity of women in politics, and the other about the part which language plays in shaping and developing our political activity. Footitt argues that, in a world of shifting roots and multiple identities, the stories we tell, the ways in which we understand the relationships between us, and the communities we imagine ourselves belonging to, are of ever-increasing political importance. 
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French in and Out of France: Language Policies, Intercultural Antagonisms, and Dialogue (Modern French Identities) 


 Kamal Salhi (Editor), et al 

December 2002

This book examines policy planning and implementation and language variation in the realm of intercultural communication in France, Europe, the Americas, Australia, North and Sub-Saharan Africa and the Middle East. The book aims to discern trends in the development of the capacity of Francophone speakers to engage in dialogue across linguistic boundaries.
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Language in South Africa 


Rajend Mesthrie 

November 2002

This is a comprehensive and wide-ranging guide to language and society in South Africa. As the authors demonstrate, the South African context offers a treasure trove of data and examples for linguistic and sociolinguistic study. The book surveys the most important language groupings in the region in terms of pre-colonial and colonial history; contact between the different language varieties, leading to language loss, pidginization, creolization and new mixed varieties; language and public policy issues associated with the transition to a post-apartheid society and its eleven official languages. It details the history of indigenous languages, the impact of European languages upon them, and of transformations to the European languages themselves. Written by a team of leading researchers, all the chapters are informed by the importance of socio-political history in understanding questions of language. The book will be welcomed by students and researchers in language and linguistics, sociology, anthropology and social history.
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Language in South Africa: The Role of Language in National Transformation, Reconstruction and Development (Impact: Studies in Language and Society, 14) 


Victor N. Webb, Vic Webb 

August 2002
Language in South Africa (LiSA) debates the role of language and language planning in the reconstruction, development and transformation of post-apartheid democratic South Africa. The 1996 constitution of South Africa is founded on the political philosophy of pluralism and is directed at promoting democratic values, equity and non-discrimination, human rights, national unity and the development of all the country’s communities. The question asked in LiSA is how language planning can contribute towards the attainment of these national ideals. Set against the language political realities of the country -- the a-symmetric power relations between the languages; the striking differences in the structural; functional and symbolic adaptation of the official languages; and the many language-related problems in the country -- it debates the role of language in state administration, national integration, educational development and economic development. The volume concludes with a discussion of language development and language management. 
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Speaking in Soviet Tongues: Language Culture and the Politics of Voice in Revolutionary Russia 


 Michael S. Gorham 

June 2003

From the classical dialogues of Plato to current political correctness, manipulating language to advance a particular set of values and ideas has been a time-honored practice. During times of radical social and political change, the terms of debate themselves become sharply contested: how people reject, redefine, and reappropriate key words and phrases gives important symbolic shape to their vision of the future. Especially in cataclysmic times, who one is or wants to be is defined by how one writes and speaks.
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Linguistic Conflict and Language Laws: Understanding the Quebec Question 


 Pierre Larrivee (Editor), et al 

April 2003

In a multilingual society, the role of each language is parallel to the importance of the community that speaks it; change in power relations between groups is linked to modifications in the status of their language. The Quebec language laws provide a case in point of the relation between social change and language planning. This comprehensive analysis of the Quebec language issue exposes the material and symbolic causes of these legislative measures and assesses their effects. This detailed appraisal also provides answers to more general questions of the nature of language laws and the conditions for their legitimacy.
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Language Policy and Language Planning 


 Sue Wright 

November 2003

Language policy and planning is rarely just about language; it always has political, social and ethical dimensions. This is a comprehensive advanced textbook, covering not only language learning imposed by economic or political agendas, but also language choices entered into freely for reasons of social mobility, economic advantage or group identity. The first part of the book reviews the development and role of standard languages in the construction of national communities and identities. The second part examines the linguistic accommodation of groups in contact, major lingua francas and the case of "International English". The third section explores reactions to nationalism and globalization, with some attention to language rights.
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Trilingualism in Family, School, and Community 


Charlotte Hoffmann (Editor), Jehannes Ytsma (Editor)

September 2003

Countries in Africa, America, Asia and Europe provide the sociolinguistic contexts described in this volume. They involve settings where three or more languages are spoken and where speakers are trilingual. With the focus on family, school and the wider community, the book illustrates personal, social, cultural and political factors contributing to the acquisition and maintenance of trilingualism and highlights a rich pattern of trilingual language use. 
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Ideology and Image: Britain and Language 


Dennis Ager 

May 2003
This text describes and evaluates recent language planning and policy in the British Isles. Issues including minority language rights, language resources for the state and the citizen, and problems such as the standard English battle and policy for Welsh and Gaelic are analysed against the background of detailed study of contemporary British society and politics. 
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Fighting Words: Language Policy and Ethnic Relations in Asia 


Michael E. Brown (Editor), Sumit Ganguly (Editor)

January 2003

This book analyzes the impact of different kinds of language policies on ethnic relations in fifteen multiethnic countries in Asia and the Pacific. The analyses include discussion of the origins of different language policies and of how the policies have evolved over time. The book develops policy recommendations, both for individual countries and in more general terms. 
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This book comprises a comparative study of relationships between language and ethnic identity in key regions of historical and contemporary ethnic conflict in Europe and Eurasia. 
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Language Rights and the Law in the United States: Finding Our Voices 

Sandra Del Valle 
April 2003

A comprehensive review of the legal status of minority languages in the USA. It also provides the historical and political context for the legal manoeuvring that culminated in landmark civil rights victories. All of the major cases in the USA concerning language rights are discussed in detail and in a manner that should be easily accessible to the non-legal audience. The topics range from the English-only movement to consumer law, and from employment discrimination to international law. 
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 This book outlines what is meant by 'literacy' and the barriers to literacy development such as social class, ethnicity, culture and gender. The book emphasizes practical strategies and programs to help reduce these barriers at school, family and community levels. Throughout, the authors relate cognitive, psychological, and socio-cultural perspectives to current curriculum policies, controversies and ethical considerations. Topics covered include dyslexia, the conceptualizing of literacy, equity issues, and suggestions for assessment and planning for pupils.
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