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Language Policy and Language Conflict in Afghanistan and its Neighbors.



6. Short description of the contents of the manuscript.
Language policy in Central Asia, Afghanistan and the immediately surrounding neighboring countries has a long and varied history, and the Iranian revolution of 1978, the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991, and the defeat of the Taliban regime in 2001 have left the area in a state of flux.  As the result of a workshop held at the University of Pennsylvania in December 2003, when a number of scholars presented papers on language policy issues focusing on topics as varied as 19th century British policy in what is now Pakistan, Soviet and post-Soviet policy in Central Asia and in Afghanistan, and Iran in the internet age, a better picture is now available about what is official and explicit, what is not official but is implicit or in general practice, and what the likely future developments might be.  Among these, orthographic shift and reform is likely, as attempts to turn back the clock on Soviet orthographic policy take various turns. What is very clear is that multilingualism, whether involving Persian, Russian, or English in addition to other languages, has always been a part of the scene, and will probably continue to be so.  The contribution of this collection of articles is to construct an updated picture of languages and language policy in the region, and give potential language learners a clearer picture of what kinds of resources exist, and what is still needed.

7. The significance of our manuscript in relation to existing literature on the subject:
There is very little literature on the subject, especially as it refers to Afghanistan.  There have been some studies of the issue with regard to Central Asia, and to Pakistan, but none that attempts to view the picture as a whole.  Our manuscript focuses on the fact that there are no important languages spoken in Afghanistan that are not also in use by its neighbours, so that developments in one or another of the polities has effects on outcomes in the others.
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9. The primary audience for the manuscript:  Academics interested in South Asia, Islamicists, and scholars of the post-Soviet world, as well as government employees; the 2003 workshop had people attending from the DLI and FSI, as well as representatives from a research foundation.  

10. The book is almost ready for publication.
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d) Non-Latin alphabets: Perso-Arabic

12. This ms. is not a dissertation. 

13. This manuscript has never been published or distributed in any form.

14. An earlier outline version of the manuscript was considered for publication by other publishers, in particular Oxford U. Press, Pakistan, and Contributions to the Sociology of Language, but has not been promised to either. 


15. MSWord is the word processor in which the texts will be delivered. I can prepare all texts in a UniCode font and deliver all files in an RTF format.


16. I am  prepared to seek subsidy to support publication of the book.


17. Date of completion of this form: January 16, 2009




Thank you for completing this form. Please return the completed questionnaire kanis@brill.nl
You will be contacted soon.



~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Liesbeth Kanis
Acquisitions Editor Language & Linguistics
Brill
P.O.Box 9000
2300 PA Leiden
The Netherlands
Tel. + 31-(0)71-5353480 (direct)
Fax. + 31-(0)71-5353585
