Dear colleagues
MATE, jointly with Souss-Massa-Daraa Academy and MATE-Agadir and in collaboration with the British Council, organizes the 5th National ICT (information and communication technology) Conference, on May 29-30-31, 2009 at Zerktouni Training Centre in Agadir. The theme of the conference is: ICT for communication and project work: focus on social software and web 2.0. Similar to the last four events, this conference will focus mainly on ICT supported teaching and learning activities and projects. Therefore, the conference aims to 
1. contribute to the emergency plan especially in relation to the use of ICT in education

2. focus more on pedagogy and teacher professional development;

3. make use of the facilities provided by Genie programme in its second version; and
4. provide the necessary technical skills and tools that would enable the participants to carry out ICT-based activities and projects

Rationale

There has recently been a big transition in the use of the Internet and Technology with the emergence of what has become known as Web 2.0 and social software. This shift in the services of the internet has permitted people to share their products and experiences. Blogs, wikis, podcasts, facebook, myspace, etc. are some examples of the new services of the internet. There are also spaces where people can share audio, video and other materials like in the case of YouTube, and Englishtips. These tools combined with many freeware (for audio, video and text), have allowed people to be productive, creative and social. If these tools and services are effectively and appropriately transferred to the world of education, the possibilities for connecting teachers and students and the opportunities for creativity, communication and collaboration among them will only become abundant. The project’s main objective then is to have educational professionals to meet and share practical ways and hands-on experiences on how to appropriately and effectively use Web 2.0 and social software for educational purposes including teaching, learning, training and self-development. By the end of the project, participants will develop a project they will use with their students such as creating a classroom blog or using wikis, etc. 

Programme

A rough schedule will be as follows:

Day 1 : Friday, 29 May, 2009
14:30 – 16:30
Registration and check-in

17:00 – 18:00
Opening Ceremony 

18:00 – 18:30
Break 

18:30 – 17:30
Keynote speech

Day 2 : Saturday, 30 May, 2009
Morning

08:30 – 09:30
Workshop (1)
09:30 – 10:30
Workshop (2)


10:30 – 11:00
Break


11:00 – 12:00
Workshop (3)


Afternoon

14:00 – 15:00
Workshop (4)

15:00 – 16:00
Workshop (5)


16:00 – 16:30
Break


16:30 – 17:30
Workshop (6) 

19:30 – 21:30
Dinner Party

Day 3 : Saturday, 31 May, 2009
Morning

08:30 – 09:30
Workshop (7)
09:30 – 10:30
Workshop (8)


10:30 – 11:00
Break


11:00 – 12:00
Workshop (9)


12:00 – 13:00
Round Table


13:00 – 13:45
Feedback – Closing.
14:00 
Lunch


Participants

There will be about 60 participants including tertiary level teachers, teacher trainers, inspectors, and upper and lower secondary school teachers. Places will be limited given the nature of the conference. The Participants will be selected according to the following criteria:                                   

- having basic skills in ICT materials use and production

- willing to actively participate in a productive project during and after the workshop

- being ready to cascade information and similar work with colleagues in their area

- first come, first served.

The participants are required to

1. participate actively and productively during the conference;

2. use the materials shared during the conference with their students/trainees and send a report about them;

3. share the materials with colleagues in their areas and send a report about them; and hopefully

4. produce similar activities and projects and send a report about them.

By the end of the conference, the participants will have an idea about some ready to use ICT-supported teaching, learning and training activities and projects which will be compiled in CD-ROMs and distributed to the participants. They will also be trained on some necessary skills and software. By sharing the acquired skills and using the materials in the CD-ROMs with their colleagues, students and trainees, the conference will have a significant duplicating effect.

Participation fee

To cover part of the expenses of the conference, the participants will be required to pay 

- a subscription fee (all participants; resident & non-resident): 150 Dhs. 

- MATE membership card for those who do not have one (50 Dhs for upper and lower secondary school teachers, 100 Dhs for supervisors and tertiary education teachers).
- Lodging is offered by Sous-Massa-Daraa academy for participants coming from outside Agadir and Inzeggane
The participants will be provided with: 

a. Materials needed for the different hands-on workshops and presentations (photocopies, CD ROMs, computers, internet connection, video projectors, etc.)

b. Opening/closing ceremony, coffee/tea... breaks

c. Any provided facilities/ takeaways provided by our partners.

If you are ready to participate, please send a confirmation email to matemorocco@yahoo.com and a copy to Hassan Fathi  <hassane_fathi75@yahoo.com>  (no later than May 17th, 2009) where you state:

- your full name

- the name of your institution, delegation and area

- your DOTI number (numéro de somme. Very important for invitations)

- your email address

- phone number (if possible).

Participants who are willing to give a workshop or present an ICT-based experience are requested to send their abstracts to matemorocco@yahoo.com  and a copy to Mohamed Hassim <mhassim2@yahoo.co.uk>, no later than May 17th, 2009. 

Please, feel free to ask for more information, raise questions or make comments.

Keep in touch and expect more information very soon.

Best regards,

The organizing committee of The National ICT Conference.
