
“This delightful book takes the reader into the everyday work lives of people all over the 
world. What is it like to be doctor in Malawi, a magician in Paris, a crime scene investigator 
in Sweden? Each chapter is unexpected and engaging. You’ll discover your own work and 
cultural underpinnings by experiencing how different life is for others. This is the most 
interesting and entertaining job-oriented book I’ve read in a long time.”—Nicholas Lore, 
bestselling author of The Pathfinder: How to Choose or Change Your Career for a Lifetime of Satisfaction 
and Success

“A World of Work is the most fascinating job manual you’ll ever read. A wonderful set of jobs 
and workers come alive and demonstrate that work is not just about tasks or income, it’s about what makes us human—
creativity, caring, dignity, social relationships, and communities.”—John W. Budd, University of Minnesota, author of The Thought 
of Work

Ilana Gershon is Associate Professor of Anthropology at Indiana University. She is the author of The Breakup 2.0: Disconnecting 
over New Media and No Family Is an Island: Cultural Expertise among Samoans in Diaspora, both from Cornell. Jean Lave is 
Professor of Education and Geography at the University of California, Berkeley. She is the author of Cognition in Practice, 
coauthor of Understanding Practice and Situated Learning, and coeditor of History in Person.
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