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The expression “one or two words” is used by the Toraja highlanders

of Indonesia to refer euphemistically to their highly elaborate form of
political speechmaking. Moving from this understatement, which

denotes the meaningfulness of transient acts of speech, One or Two

Words offers an analysis of the shifting power relations between centers
and peripheries in one of the world’s most linguistically diverse countries.
Drawing on long-term fieldwork, this book explores how people forge
forms of collective belonging to a distinctive locality through the exchange
of spoken words, WhatsApp messages, ritual gifts of pigs and buffaloes,
and the performance of elaborate political speeches and ritual chants.

Aurora Donzelli describes the complex forms of cosmopolitan indigeneity
that have emerged in the Toraja highlands during several decades of
encounters with a variety of local and international interlocutors. By
engaging wider debates on the dynamics of cultural and linguistic change
vis-a-vis globalizing influences, the book sheds light onto a hitherto
neglected dimension of post-Suharto Indonesia: the recalibration of power
relations between national and local languages. This will be of interest to
other scholars of language, politics, power relationships, identity, social
change, and local responses to globalizing influences.

Aurora Donzelli is a linguistic and sociocultural anthropologist with an
expertise in Southeast Asia. She teaches at Sarah Lawrence College in
New York.

978-981-3251-14-4 Cloth 328pp US$52/S$56 August 2020

Use discount code DONZELLI25 for 25% off the title. Only valid until November 30th for online orders with NUS Press.
For more information or contact details visit http://nuspress.nus.edu.sg

This title will be stocked and distributed by

SOUTHEAST ASIA

APD Singapore Pte Ltd

T +65 6749 3551

E apdacad@apdsing.com.sg
W http://www.apdsing.com/

The AMERICAS

The University of Chicago Press

T (US & Canada) +1-800-621-2736
T (rest of world) +1 (773) 702-7000
E custserv@press.uchicago.edu

W http://www.press.uchicago.edu

Agents

AUSTRALIA

Asia Bookroom

T +61 (0)2 6251 5191

E books@AsiaBookroom.com

W http://www.asiabookroom.com

TAIWAN, CHINA AND SOUTH KOREA
B.K. Norton

E meihua@bookman.com.tw

W http://www.bookman.com.tw

UK, CONTINENTAL EUROPE, AFRICA & THE MIDDLE EAST,

CENTRAL ASIA AND AUSTRALIA
Eurospan Group c/o Turpin Distribution
T +44 (0) 1767 604972

E eurospan@turpin-distribution.com
W http://www.eurospanbookstore.com



https://nuspress.nus.edu.sg/

