The Landelijke Onderzoekschool Taalwetenschap (LOT:  lit. National Graduate School of Linguistics) is a graduate school in which five major research institutes/groups of linguists in the Netherlands have joined forces: The Amsterdam Center for Language and Communication (ACLC); The Center for Language Studies (CLS, Nijmegen, Tilburg); The research program “The shape of language” of the Taal, Cultuur, Geschiedenis research institute of the Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam, The Leiden Centre for Linguistics (ULCL); The Utrecht institute of Linguistics OTS (UiL OTS). UiL OTS officially serves as the administrative office of LOT and provides it with the necessary secretarial support.

Within LOT linguists from the Universities of Amsterdam, Nijmegen, Utrecht and the Max Planck Institut in Nijmegen cooperate in the area of typology, among others in the EC-funded project Linguistic Typology Resources Centre, and in the NWO-funded research & development programme Typological Database System. In the latter programme we currently have a number of positions available.

The aim of the TDS programme is to facilitate access to typological databases developed locally in various research centers. It does so by developing a software system that allows a user to simultaneously query many different typological databases through a single, consistent interface. The development of such an interface requires the design of mediating systems both in a computational and a linguistic sense. 

1. Project Manager (0.5 fte X 3 years)

vacancynumber  68279

The project manager oversees and coordinates the project, and ensures coordination with related external initiatives in metadata and standards (DCMI, IMDI, OLAC, EAGLES) and repositories (INTERA). He/she must have

· Enthusiasm for combining technological development and scientific research.

· An evident interest in the area of cross-linguistic research.
· a good understanding of both domain needs (linguistics and typology) and computational/technical issues

· Well-developed communicative skills

2. Knowledge Representation designer (0,5-1.0 fte X 3 years,)

vacancynumber 68280

“Knowledge representation” is used here as a cover term for the description language of the content metadata, ontology, semantic net, etc.) The KR designer will direct the design of a knowledge representation scheme, to encode relationships between databases of typological (cross-linguistic) facts in a common framework of “typeterms”, relations between them, and relations between typeterms and actual fields  in existing databases. The candidate would, preferably, have the following qualifications

· A research focus in knowledge representation (semantic webs, ontologies, or similar), with suitable knowledge of the relevant issues and record of research in the field. 

· Familiarity with linguistics, especially typological theory and terminology.

· Familiarity with current metadata initiatives, including the DCMI, IMDI and OLAC. 

· Experience in creating actual, working software systems, meeting deadlines, and working in a team.

3. Linguist/analyst(s): 1.0 fte X 3 years

vacancynumber 68281

The linguist/analyst is responsible for developing a linguistic metalanguage that covers the topics that are dealt with in the participating databases. The metalanguage provides an ontology of linguistic notions and links up the various alternative definitions for the linguistic notions involved in a coherent network. The metalanguage should be developed in such a way that it is capable of handling data from all possible human languages. The envisioned qualifications of this researcher are the following:

· A research focus in linguistic typology.

· A broad knowledge of the field of language typology.

· A systematic approach to linguistic facts.

· Some programming or scripting skills.

We offer a stimulating and innovative research environment with many international contacts, a project which offers many possibilities for collaboration with specialists in a broad area of linguistic, etc. Salary indication: position A, between € 3522,00 and € 4530,00 per month (gross) (scale 12 CAO Dutch Universities), positions B/C between € 2155,00 (scale 10 CAO Dutch Universities) and € 3983,00 (scale 11 CAO Dutch Universities) per month (gross). All for a full-time position. 

Further information can be obtained by sending an e-mail with specific questions to  Prof.dr. M. Everaert (Everaert@let.uu.nl/ lot@let.uu.nl) (subject: TDS) or by phone +31-30-2536006. Applications may be sent before November 17 to the Faculteit der Letteren, Universiteit Utrecht, t.a.v. mevr. drs. A, Huizenga, personnel officer, Kromme Nieuwegracht 46, 3512 HJ Utrecht or by e-mail to PenO@let.uu.nl. Please always mention the vacancynumber. 

When you send your application by e-mail please give all attachments your name and put your name above the text of the attachment as well.

 Notification of application should be sent by E-mail before November 17 to lot@let.uu.nl. Applications should be accompanied by a curriculum vitae, two references, and a list of publications.

