SLE workshop on The argument/adjunct distinction cross-linguistically
The envisaged workshop at the next SLE conference is organized by the Leipzig Valency Classes Project and is devoted to the topic of argument/adjunct distinction, a distinction which is essential to the issue of valency classification.

The distinction between arguments and adjuncts has been hotly debated since the 1970s (e.g., contributions to Vater (ed.) 1977), yet the issue remains largely unresolved. One of the challenges is that some of the most reliable tests (such as verb-anaphoric tests, especially popular in generative approaches), are not applicable to all languages. Another challenge is that the notion of valency is understood both at the levels of semantics and syntax (see, e.g., contributions to Herbst (ed.) 2007 for some complexities involved discussed primarily from lexicographic perspective), with some theories introducing still more intermediate levels (e.g., in the work by Apresjan and Mel’čuk; e.g., Mel’čuk 1988). Yet, this topic is of obvious typological relevance, as it has been suggested that the distinction might correlate with other typologically significant parameters (such as pro-arg hypothesis by Jelinik 1984, Baker 1996 and others predicting that NPs show an adjunct-like behavior in radically head-marking (“polysynthetic”) languages). 
For the envisaged workshop we invite contributions dealing with the following topics:
· the distinctions between arguments and adjuncts in individual languages;
· diagnostics for the argument/adjunct distinction in individual languages and across languages;
· cross-linguistic applicability/universality of diagnostics for argumenthood;
· the question of whether the distinction between arguments and adjuncts is dichotomous or rather gradient (as argued by Croft 2001 ch. 7, following Langacker 1987);
· mismatches between semantic and syntactic valency.
Contributions discussing less studied (non-Indo-European) languages are particularly welcome, as the present workshop is intended to explore the degree of convergence and variation in this domain.
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