
Call for Papers 

ASIAN LANGUAGES AND LINGUISTICS (ALAL) is a newly-inaugurated international 
journal, published by John Benjamins Publishing Company with sponsorship from the Institute 
of Advanced Studies in Humanities and Social Sciences, Beijing Normal University. It is a peer 
reviewed forum for high-quality linguistic research on Asian languages: the Sino-Tibetan, 
Austronesian, Austroasiatic, Dravidian, Altaic, Uralic, Turkic, Afro-Asiatic and Indo-
European language families.  
 

The journal encourages submissions from a wide range of topics, including but not 
limited to the following: 
 

• Theoretical research on the syntax, semantics, phonology, morphology, and 
pragmatics of any Asian language, and the interface studies such as syntax-semantics 
interface and morphology-phonology interface.  

• Typological research based on empirical data or theoretical analysis (following any 
framework) on the structural diversities and cross-linguistic variations among Asian 
languages or between Asian languages and other languages.  

• Diachronic research based on a careful investigation of Asian languages data that 
contribute to the theory or methodology of historical linguistics, as well as 
interdisciplinary study which links historical linguistics to corpus-based research, 
language variation, typology, etc.  

• Cross-disciplinary research between linguistics and philosophy, psychology, 
language processing, etc. that contributes to the understanding of Asian languages. 
 

Contributions from a comparative or typological perspective are especially 
welcome. We also welcome cross-disciplinary studies, such as the results of cross-
linguistic research using the methods of psycholinguistics or neurolinguistics. 
 
 
ALAL is published with two issues per year (volume) of 200 pages each, starting in 2020.  
 



1. Submission Process 
1) All submissions should be directed towards the editors by emailing the journal at: 

jall@bnuz.edu.cn.  
2) Authors should submit two copies of the manuscript in PDF format, with one copy 

totally anonymous, removing all information regarding the author’s name, 
affiliation, contact information, and acknowledgements. Two separate files of the 
abstract are also required. 

3) A submission with multiple files must be uploaded in a single .zip file. On initial 
submission, a contribution may be written/formatted in any layout or style so long 
as it is easy to read and understand. However, to facilitate the reviewing process, 
we recommend the following: (i) keeping figures and tables where they most 
appropriately belong in the text; (ii) using footnotes rather than endnotes; and (iii) 
using a font size no smaller than 11 pt. 

 
2. Peer review process (you will be guided through every step). 
 
3. Decision on your paper: normally, the first decision will be made around 8–10 weeks 
after the submission. 
 
4. If accepted: authors are responsible for providing a publication-ready PDF version of 
their accepted work. The format should strictly follow the stylesheet provided on the 
homepage. Please refer to the Guidelines on the homepage for Submissions. Authors 
should also specify whether they would like the work to be published open access. 
 
5. Publication online and in print. 
 
Contributions must be in English. Spelling should be either American English or 
British English and should be consistent throughout the paper. Contributors whose 
native language is not English should have their manuscript carefully proofread by a 
native speaker. 
 
 
Article categories 
• Research articles 
Articles should be shorter than 10,000 words including references (nonconforming 
submissions may be returned without comment or review). 
 



• Notes and Discussions 
This section includes discussions, debates, replies, and letters to the editor that reflect 
on developments in linguistic research, without necessarily making a novel research 
contribution in the submission itself. Contributions should be limited between 1000 to 
5000 words including references. 
 
•Book reviews and review articles 
Reviews should be limited to between 1,000 to 5,000 words including references. 
 
• Language profiles, family portraits and areal surveys 
 
Please note that the manuscript may not be submitted elsewhere when it is under review 
for this journal. If an author prefers to submit his/her contribution to another publication 
after submitting it to ALAL, he /she must send a notice to ALAL to withdraw the 
manuscript.  
Before submitting your article, please read the Publication Ethics Statement and our 
copyright agreement. 
 
 
If you have any questions, please contact the editors at jall@bnuz.edu.cn. 
 
We look forward to receiving your contribution! 


