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Phonological typology in the 21st century is endowed with an increasing number of phonolgo-
ical databases, containing various types of phonological information, such as phonemic inventories
(Maddieson 2009; Moran and McCloy 2019), phonotactic constraints (Mielke 2008; Maddieson,
Flavier, et al. 2013; Nikolaev 2018; Joo and Hsu 2023), loan segments (Grossman et al. 2020), and
ancient sounds (Moran, Grossman, et al. 2021). These databases open door for a myriad of data-
driven approaches on phonological universals and areal patterns. Phonological typologists may
benefit from a methodological discussion on how to profit from the possibilities of such large data.

To host such a discussion in a tentative workshop at the 57th annual meeting of the Societas
Linguistica Europæa, abstracts related to the following questions and other related topics are called
for:

• How to use the databases? The phonological databases can be used for diverse purposes,
such as detecting the areal distribution of consonant inventories (Nikolaev 2019) or investi-
gating the correlation between climate and physiology (Maddieson and Benedict 2023). With
our creativity, the available databases can be exploited yet further for endless research possi-
bilities, especially when we combine the phonological databases with the non-phonological
ones, such as Grambank (Skirgård et al. 2023).

• How can the databases complement each other? Each database, by the nature of its de-
sign and the first-hand data it relies on, is limited in one way or another. Anderson et al.
(2023) have shown that the descriptions of the same sample of lects are alarmingly inconsis-
tent across different databases. Employing multiple databases, therefore, can be the desired
methodology in order to prevent a database becoming a data bias. How, then, can we extract
cross-compatible data from differently designed databases, with different lect classifications,
phonological transcriptions, and theoretical backgrounds?

• What’s next? What are some phonological (or phonetic) properties of human language
that are not covered by the databases published so far? For example, no currently avail-
able database contains extensive data on prosody, vowel formant frequencies, sign language
phonology, morphohphonological rules, and many other important phonetic-phonological
variables. If you are working on a database that fills in one of these gaps, then this venue can
be the right place to present your ongoing research and receive feedback from other linguists
working on previous databases.
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Please send your abstract (up to 300words excluding references, 12pt Times NewRoman, 2.5cm
margin, pdf format) on one of these or other related topics to ian_joo@nucba.ac.jp by 19 Novem-
ber 2023. If I receive eight or more abstracts, I will send a workshop proposal to the Chair of SLE
workshops for their approval.
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