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Crosslinguistically rare phenomena in verbal morphology

Convenors: Anton Antonov & Guillaume Jacques

In recent years, crosslinguistically rare phenomena in general, often referred to as rara or rarities, have become 
the object of  scholarly interest both from a typological/descriptivist (Antonov 2015, Grossman 2016, Grossman
et al. 2018, Round 2019, Kuznetsova et al. forth.) and formal/generative perspective (Baker, forth.). Indeed, 
despite the fact that it is not straightforward to define what a rarum is (cf. Plank 2000, Cysouw & Wohlgemuth 
2010, Wohlgemuth & Cysouw 2011), especially if  we take into account the fact that ‘rarity’, as it were, ‘is in the 
eye of  the beholder’ (cf. Cysouw 2011 on the ‘rarity’ of  Northwestern European languages), typologically rare 
features or patterns both fire the linguists’ imagination and challenge some of  their most overarching 
assumptions—in the form of  universals or universal grammar—about what is possible in a human language.

While previous studies on the subject have mostly dealt with specific rara in individual languages across 
different linguistic domains, the present workshop will focus on rara in verbal morphology alone. Our goal is to 
bring together researchers working on this or on related topics, but who may not have been previously aware of  
each other's research. We wish to better understand the limits of  what can be encoded in verbal morphology in 
the documented world’s languages and hope that this workshop will contribute to enhancing our current 
knowledge of  what can be in a verb, an inductive inquiry which may help us to later infer new types of  
implicational universals.

We welcome abstracts dealing with, among other possible topics, the following types of  verbal rarities:

1) Unusual patterns of  argument or non-argument indexation (Antonov 2015)

2) Unusual TAM encoding (for instance, periodic tense, Jacques 2023)

3) Encoding of  action manner, including various semantic parameters such as speed (celerative, Jacques 
2024), stealth (furtive), duration etc.

4) Encoding of  associated action (other than associated motion). For instance, the `consecutive' suffixes in 
Awtuw describing an action occurring after that of  the main verb  (Feldman 1986 79-80): -ː lakna `V and put 
down’, -prik `V and throw away’, -newta `V and hide’ and -ukla `V and get up' (1)

(1) Awtuw (Feldman 1986: 80: 89d)

tey yilmæt d-il-lakn/prik/newt/ukl-e

3FSG string REALIS-twist-put.down/throw.away/hide/get.up-PST

She twisted string and put it down/threw it away/hid it/got up.

If  you are interested in participating, we kindly ask you to send us a title and, ideally, a short abstract (up 
to 300 words) by April 25:

Anton Antonov (INALCO-CRLAO-CNRS-EHESS) : anton.antonov@inalco.fr

Guillaume Jacques (CRLAO-CNRS-INALCO-EHESS): rgyalrongskad@gmail.com

mailto:anton.antonov@inalco.fr
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