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The present study proposes that each language has its own semantic structure. This structure is composed of functional domains. The minimal element of the semantic structure is grammaticalized meaning which may be realized by one construction or by a number of constructions. Functional domains and grammaticalized meanings differ across languages. A clause or a sentence is composed of various grammaticalized meanings belonging to different domains. The existence of formal means in every language is motivated by the need to realize the grammaticalized meanings. 


The interaction of the formal means coding various grammaticalized meanings determines the form of the utterance. The proposed model of the semantic structure of languages provides a basis for a methodology for the description of meaning. 


The proposed approach has an unexpected consequence in that it allows for an explanation of why languages have the lexical categories and sub-classes of they have.


In this talk I shall present (a) the evidence for the existence, across languages, of different grammaticalized meanings within the same domains; (b) a methodology to discover the grammaticalized meanings; and (c) the consequences of the existence of grammaticalized meaning for semantic and syntactic theory. I shall address how this approach differs from Dixon’s Basic Linguistic Theory, from Construction Grammar, and what the consequences of this approach to linguistic typology are. The second part of the talk will present a discussion of how to incorporate this approach into the writing of a grammatical description.

