Lesson 1.

Commands.

To command someone to do something, one gives the verb, followed by the command particle.  For female speakers, this particle is a.  For male speakers, the particle is ga.


Female:  [Verb] a!


Male:  [Verb] ga!

In Omaha, the verb monthín generally means to walk, or to move along as in swimming or flying.  (The sense is translational motion with respect to the terrain, as opposed to stationary motion like gestures or twitching.)  As a command, it means “Go!”


Female:  Monthín a!

Go!


Male:  Monthín ga!

Go!

The verb í means to “come”.  The verb gí means to “come back”.  Either can be used to command someone to come.  (This is probably because í, “come”, can easily be confused with other words, such as í, “give”, especially in the form of a command, where there are few other factors to lend context.  There is perhaps less danger of misunderstanding in telling someone who has never been here to “come back”, than to use an expression that can mean either “come” or “give it to him”.)


Female:  Í a! or Gí a!

Come!


Male:  Í ga! or Gí ga!

Come!

The verb nazhín means to stand.


Female:  Nazhín a!

Stand!


Male:  Nazhín ga!

Stand!

The verb gthín means to sit, or sit down.


Female:  Gthín a!

Sit!  Sit down!


Male:  Gthín ga!

Sit!  Sit down!

The verb thithá means to pass by the speaker from one place to another.


Female:  Thithá a!

Pass on!

Male:  Thithá ga!

Pass on!
Tígaxe.

We will have a deck of cards, each marked with the name of one person in the class.  

We will have a set of chairs on opposite sides of the room, with an open area in between.  About half the class will gather at one side, with the rest at the other.  The turn will pass from one person to another until each person has been “it” at least once.

The deck will be shuffled, and dealt face down on a table at one of the two sides.  Four piles will be made, arranged as the corners of a square.  The person whose turn it is will sit at the table next to one of the sides of the square, facing the people on the other side of the room.

The cards determine where each person should be, and whether they should be sitting or standing.  The two piles of cards near the person at the table represent those who should be on the same side of the room, while the two far piles represent people who should be at the far side of the room.  The two piles on the person’s left represent people who should be standing, while the two piles on the person’s right represent people who should be seated.

A person is designated as wagáxthon, or facilitator.  The game begins when the wagáxthon commands the person at the table: Wadónba ga! (M) or Wadónba a! (F) – Look at them!  This is the signal for the person at the table to turn over the four piles and start looking at the cards.  In the meantime, the wagáxthon leads the rest of the class in chanting the numbers from one to ten in Omaha.  When the count is complete, the wagáxthon tells the person: Wágazhí ga! (M) or Wágazhí a! (F) – Command us! and places a cover over the four piles of cards.

The person on the spot now has to cause each person to be in the position and location indicated by the cards, using the Omaha commands.  Monthín ga! or Monthín a! sends the designated person to the far side of the room.  Í ga!, Í a!, Gí ga! or Gí a! brings somebody back to this side of the room.  Nazhín ga! or Nazhín a! causes a person to stand, while Gthín ga! or Gthín a! causes a standing person to sit.  Thithá ga! or Thithá a! will send a person to the opposite side of the room if the speaker is in the middle.  Gestures may be used as needed.  The person being commanded should respond agreeably: Onhón!  (If the person being commanded really does not want to obey, perhaps for physical reasons, she should respond: Ónkazhi, ubthí?age, which means: “No, I am unwilling”.  In this case, the person who is “it” will just have to lose the point.)

When the person has arranged his classmates as best he can, he says: Shéthon!  The wagáxthon then looks at the cards and says the number the person got right in Omaha.  (Whether the person placed himself correctly also counts as a point.)

The instructor is the first wagáxthon.  After that, each person becomes the next wagáxthon after his own turn.

