2.31 Singular topic and plural agreement.  

9.
Wana a((petu( nu(pa nai(( yamni echetu, na( xtayetu    ha(l wau((i(ca-yuha e-thi-pi 

   
Now  2        day   or    3         maybe, and evening then Bobtail-have pl-camp-pl.
xceha(l    hektata(ha(     (u(gle(ka-yuha      a-hi-wicha-kigle(a-pi
just.then from.behind Spotted.tail-have pl.catch.up.3plO-pl.

After two or three days perhaps, then in the evening Bobtail-Owner they camped: just then from behind, Spotted Tail-Owner, they caught up with them. (A story by John Bruyier, Deloria 1937?)

11.
…wichaa wa( le a((ulika hi(gnaye-ma-khiya-u-kte-xci( ki( he hi(g.na-wa-yi(-kte-

man a this Angelique marry.1stO-cause-pl.-pot.-very the that marry-1stA-pot-evid

I (might as well) marry the man who this Angelique they have been trying to make me marry him. (Deloria ca. 1937)
12.
ee      le    u(ma  thokaphala ki( he    lila   khu((itku              thexi-la-pi…


at.least this other elder        the that very his.grandmother think-dim.pl…

At least this other that was the elder, his grandmother, they thought a lot of him.

13.
wi(ya(       nithawa      ki(   phehi((i-la         thi   el a-wicha-khiyagla-pe       lo.


Woman 2O-possses the hair.light-dim. live at pl-3plO-make-arrive-pl. m.assrt.

Your wife they took them to Little Light Haired one’s place. 

14.
ina hi-pi

my.mother arrive.pl

My mother they came.

I have spoken I think of the Dakota way of giving a singular subject and following it up by a plural predicate, indicating thereby that with the subject, several others of minor importance are included. Here his wife is all-important; so the man informs Sword “your wife to Yellow-hair’s home…”—then to indicate there were others with her they were taken…The girls at my school used to say (example 13).  That meant her parents had come; or perhaps even all her brothers and sisters. But the mother is all-important; the rest are secondary. (Sword Manuscript, Deloria 1938)

2.32 Singular topic, reciprocal participants.
15.  
na( naku( eha(ni wi(ya( wa(( yuze  eya( kici-ixpekciya cha he chi((ca wa( naku( bluha.


And also then woman a marry but so recip.throw away that child a also1A.have


And also then I had a child (of a) woman that he married but they had thrown each other away. (Story of Joe Last Horse, Deloria 1937?)

17.
kicicakapi 
‘they tie each other up.’


icicake
‘he ties them up.’



weci

‘1st reciprocal’


yeci

‘2nd reciprocal’
B&D 1941:103

5.0 Conclusions:

a. Mississippi Valley plurals developed from a verbal/postposition meaning “be with plural others” used after the verb.  

b. Different paths in Dhegiha and Dakotan and Chiwere-Hochank.
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