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Some technical notes
Glosses: I would be very grateful, if you could gloss the examples.

Fonts: If you use special characters, could you please either send me your file as pdf or send the font you use as an attachment.

Multiple translations: Sometimes, multiple translations may happen to be possible, as in (6). It may prove to be quite difficult to answer a question about restrictions or preferences in such cases without preceding research. In this case, even some provisional judgements would be of use.

Other: In the English sentences in (15-17) I left the choice between ‘who’ and ‘what’ open because it was not completely clear to me which interrogative pro-noun should actually be used there. I would appreciate if you could translate sentences (15-17) in your native language as well.

Questionnaire

Part I. Interrogative pro-nouns

What are the words for ‘who?’, ‘what?’ and ‘which (one)?’ in the language. Do these words distinguish grammatical gender, have plural forms or have defective case paradigms?

Part II. Translate in the language
1. What is the baby? A girl or a boy?
2. What is the seller in the shop/ the person in that hut/  etc.? A man or a woman?
Another possible situation:

A: I joined the army yesterday. Half of the officers are men, the others are women.
B: And what is the commander?
A: (It’s) a man.
3. a. What is John/ your brother? Is he a smith or a carpenter? (or any other two typical names of occupation, caste, etc.).

b. Does an equational construction of the type ‘What is John?’ (i.e., where the interrogative pro-noun ‘what?’ is equated to a noun designating a person) make any sense at all in the language.
4.  ‘What is your name?’
5. Is it possible to translate in the language something like:

a. ‘Who is your name?’
b. ‘Who are you called?’

(If yes, please provide the translations.)

6. How does one ask about the name of an unknown object in the language? For instance, you see an unknown tree:

a. ‘What is this (tree)?’
b. ‘What is the name of this tree?’
c. ‘How is this tree called?’
(Please provide the translations.)
7. Is it possible to use the equivalent of ‘who’ in the translations of the questions in (6)? If yes, is it possible with any object or are there restrictions?

8. How does one ask about the name of an unknown animal in the language? Possible situations: you are in the zoo and you see an unknown animal/ you see a picture of an unknown animal/ you catch a glimpse of an animal disappearing into the distance (behind the bush, diving under water, whatever).

a. ‘What is this (animal)?’
b. ‘What is the name of this animal?’
c. ‘How is this animal called?’
(Please provide the translations.)

9. Is it possible to use the equivalent of ‘who’ in the translations of the questions in (8)? If yes, is it possible with any living being or are there restrictions on the use of ‘who’? (e.g., only for higer animates, for big animals, for animals and birds, but not for snails or dragonflies)

10. ‘What is X [where X is a name of any object in the language] in English/ French/ etc.?’ For instance, an English speaker learning French may ask: ‘What is “January”/ “Christmas”/ “apple”/ “rabbit”/ “victory”/ etc. in French?’
11. Is it possible to use the equivalent of ‘who’ in the translation of (10)? If yes, is it possible with any kind object or are there restrictions? (e.g., only for the names of months, holidays, animals, etc.)

12. How does one ask about the name of an unknown place in the language?

a.  ‘What’s the name of the place here?’ 

b. ‘How is this place called?’
(Possible answers: It’s Brooklyn/ the Grand Canyon/ Twin Swamps/ etc.)

13. Is it possible to use the equivalent of ‘who’ in the translation of (12)? If yes, is it possible with any places or are there restrictions? (e.g., only for the names of settlements)

14. Someone walks into a room with a swelling on his arm, a wound or whatever, do you say in the language: ‘Who bit/ stung you?’ or ‘What bit/ stung you?’

15. The situation: you know that Ann and Mary are somehow related to each other, but you do not know the exact nature of this relation.

You: What/Who is Mary to you?
Ann: She is my sister-in-law.

16. The situation: you know that Mary is Ann’s sister-in-law and you would like to know how good their relation is.

You: What/Who is Mary to you?
Ann: She is a good friend of mine.
17. A: What/Who is Stalin/ George W. Bush/ God/ etc. to you? (any well-known person/ deity/ etc. with whom the person B definitely does not have any kind of kinship relation)

B: He is ... (please fill in anything you would find to be a possible answer)

18. Is it possible to use the word for ‘what’ in the language attributively with a noun denoting a person? Something like ‘what man?’ which would, for instance, mean ‘what kind of man’ or ‘which man’?

19. Is it possible to use the word for ‘who’ in the language attributively with a noun denoting a person? Something like ‘who man?’ which would, for instance, mean ‘which man’ or ‘what kind of man’?
20. Is it possible to use the word for ‘what’ in the language attributively with a noun denoting an object/ an animal/ a place/ etc.? Something like ‘what knife?’ which would, for instance, mean ‘what kind of knife’ or ‘which knife?’?
21. Is it possible to use the word for ‘who’ in the language attributively with a noun denoting an object/ an animal/ a place/ etc.? Something like ‘who knife?’ which would, for instance, mean ‘which knife?’ or ‘what kind of knife’?
