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Outline of the theme:
Gestuno is an artificial international sign language, which was created in 1973. Like Esperanto before it, Gestuno failed its main purpose: linguistic globalization is more likely to be a nightmare than a pleasant dream. The failure to create an universal language is not the only similarity between sign and oral languages acknowledged by linguists. Seminal work, such as Stokoe (1960) has demonstrated that oral languages and sign languages share most of their linguistic foundations: language acquisition follows the same pattern (cf. Petitto & Marentette 1991, Petitto 2000), the language structure is similarity complex (cf. Stokoe 1960) and the way language is used also illustrates a high degree of resemblance (cf. Poizner, Bellugi & Klima 1987). However the main difference is that oral language linguistics is far more developed than sign language linguistics. 
Sign languages are spread all over the world (121 are mentioned at www.ethnologue.com), but their paths, their similarities and their differences have not yet been thoroughly unveiled and the research on these languages is unevenly developed:

American Sign Language is by far the best studied of visual languages. Gallaudet University (and its Visual Language and Visual Learning Research Center), which is located in Washington, D.C., presents itself as ‘the world leader in liberal education and career development for deaf and hard-of-hearing undergraduate students’. In Brazil, deaf studies are also worthy to be mentioned and there are some deaf people fight for the right of access to university specialized education in deaf studies.
Sweden and Denmark may be slightly ahead of most other European countries as far as deaf studies are concerned, but the gap to the USA is nevertheless too big. The overall picture, then, is that visual language linguistics is at the dawn of its own history making, which encourages us to submit this proposal. We aim to recollect the sparse efforts of research on sign languages so far and recruit the interest of other researchers on this very important field of knowledge. 
Our proposal for the workshop is, thus, based on the assumption that a lot more can be done on this area of research. In this workshop, we would thus like to launch several lines of discussion, such as:

1. typology and sign language universals; 

2. sign language contact;
3. sign language variation;
4. contrastive studies;
5. writing systems for sign languages;
6. the acquisition of the written code of oral languages by deaf people.
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