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Yuanjiang, Yunnan, China

It is with great pleasure that the Committee of the Seventh International Academic

Symposium on Hani/Akha Culture announces that its seventh symposium (SIASHAC) will convene from June 10th to June 16th, 2012 in Yuanjiang Hani, Yi and Dai Nationalities County of Yuxi Municipality, Yunnan Province of the People’s Republic of China. We look forward to scholars of Hani/Akha Culture from home and abroad participating in this grand symposium in Yuanjiang County, the hearth and home of the Hani minority.

Brief Account of the Preceding Symposia
The Hani Minority is a cross-border ethnic group with a population of over 2,200,000 people, who are distributed in southwest China, Burma, Laos, Thailand and northern Vietnam. Along with a long history, the Hani people have created a distinctive traditional culture featuring terrace culture and mountain agriculture that have made great contributions to the multi-cultural development of the whole world. The International Academic Symposium on Hani/Akha culture, co-organized by Honghe Prefecture Minority Research Institute and Yunnan University, held its first meeting in Gejiu City, Yuanyang County and Jianshui County of the Honghe Hani and Yi Minorities Autonomous Prefecture in 1993. Later symposia were held with great success and positive effects in Chiangmai Province and Chiangrai Province of Thailand in 1996; Jinghong, capital city of Xishuangbanna Prefecture in 1999; Yuanyang County and Honghe County of Honghe Prefecture in 2002; Mojiang County of Puer Municipality in 2005; and Luchun County of Honghe Prefecture in Yunnan Province of the People’s Republic of China in 2008. 
  Decided by the Committee of the Sixth International Academic Symposium on Hani/Akha 

Culture, and consented by the Yuxi Municipal People’s Government, The Seventh 
International Academic Symposium on Hani/Akha Culture will be held from June 10th to June 16th, 2012 in Yuanjiang County of Yuxi Municipality, Yunnan Province of the People’s Republic of China. We warmly welcome you to participate in the Seventh Session which is a continuation of the preceding six symposia, promising extensive discussion on the Hani/Akha Culture in China and Southeast Asia. Further details of the seventh symposium are as follows: 
Ⅰ. Aims 
1. To offer an opportunity for all scholars studying Hani/Akha culture, and other ethnic cultures from around the world, to learn and exchange ideas, establish academic contacts  and promote Hani/Akha cultural development.

2. To strengthen collaboration and friendship among scholars and promote construction and development of the harmonious world.

3. To broaden and deepen the inheritance, conservation and research activities of traditional Hani/Akha regional culture; to explore opportunities, challenges and related measures, and better promote social and economic development in the Hani/Akha region.
4. To introduce Yuanjiang County to the broader world by featuring its colourful and distinctive ethnic culture, natural landscape and social customs. Let the world understand Yuxi. Let Yuxi march on in the world.
Ⅱ. Themes

   Ecology, Harmony and Development

Ⅲ. Topics

To participate in the symposium, scholars are invited to present an academic paper on any of the following topics.
1. To explore opportunities, challenges and solutions in the cause of establishing a prosperous and harmonious society and constructing a New Socialist Countryside in the Hani/Akha regions.

2. To study eco-conservation and construction in the Hani/ Akha regions.
3. To research the origin and migration history of the Hani/Akha people.
4. To research the history of the Hani Luopang Kingdom in Yuanjiang, its prosperity and decline, as well as the paramount position of the Hani people in human history.
5. To research problems and issues concerning the inheritance and development of Hani traditional culture and related measures.
6. To research problems related to tourism and cultural industry in the Hani/Akha regions.
7. To research the standardization and popularization of the Hani/Akha writing system. 
8. To research the creation of Hani/Akha arts and literature.

Ⅳ. Participants
1. Scholars interested in Hani/Akha culture who would like to present academic papers as described above. 

2. Scholars interested in learning Hani/Akha culture who would like to present academic papers relating to Hani/Akha culture in other topics. 

3.  Colleagues, students and relatives of scholars who are interested in Hani/Akha culture (academic paper not required). 
All participants are required to reply for participation before December 20, 2011 and must provide personal information including full name, sex, nationality, work address, telephone number and e-mail (see the reply form attached). In addition, scholars are required to submit the title and abstract of your paper (in both Chinese and English) before February 29, 2012. The deadline for the submission of your complete paper will be March 20, 2012. 
    A final eligibility and invitation will be authorized and issued by the Committee of the Seventh International Academic Symposium on Hani/Akha Culture based on your academic paper submission. 
Ⅴ. Time, Site and Participants
	Time
	June 10-16, 2012 ( 7days)

	Site
	Yuanjiang County, Yuxi Municipality, Yunnan Province, China.

	Scale
	More than 300 participants expected:

1. Approximately 80 scholars from the following countries:

the USA, the Netherlands, Australia, New Zealand, Sweden, Germany, Russia, Korea, France, Japan, Thailand, Burma, Vietnam, Laos, Singapore, Norway. 
2.  Approximately 150 scholars from China. 
3.  And approximately 70 local experts and leaders.


Ⅵ. Participant Fees 
1. Each scholar presenting paper is required to pay USD 400, which covers accommodation, transportation and excursions during the symposium. 
2.  Each non-presenting foreign colleague or relative of a scholar is required to pay USD300.  

3.  Each foreign participant working or student studying in Yunnan Province is required to   pay RMB1000. 
Ⅶ.  Contact Address and Phone Numbers 
     Please feel free to contact us with any questions.
         Mr. BAI Pode

Address: Gymnasium on Xingyuan Road of Yuanjiang County

Yuxi Municipality of Yunnan Province

China

Postal code: 653300

Mobile phone 13320589199     

Office phone: 0877-6516426

Office Fax: 0877-6516426      

E-mail: dqjgjhnxsh@163.com
QQ: 2462537684             

Website: http://www.yjhnxh.com
   Information regarding this symposium will be posted on the Yuanjiang Hani Association website: http://www.yjhnxh.com. Please check the website regularly for updates. 

Committee of the Seventh International Academic Symposium on Hani/Akha Culture

August 30th, 2011
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