
17th Himalayan Languages Symposium 
Kobe: 6-9 Sept., 2011 

On the usage of -tseya and -seya in Kinnauri 

1 I ntroduction 

Yoshiharu T AKAHASHI 
Aichi Prefectural University, Japan 

ytashi@for.aichi-pu.ac.jp 

Fig. 1 Continuity among verb, adjective, and noun 

NOUN ADJECTIVE VERB 
Stativity High Stativity Low 

~~------seya----~--~ 

+--(no suffixes)-+ 
+--redpl. etc.--+ 

~------------tseya------------~ 

2 Distribution 

2.1 -tseyä 

(1) tasT.p-in lan.tseyaj*lan.seya mT rabindar dil 
·PSN.DAT wait.ATTRjwait.ATTR person PSN COP 

'The person who is waiting for Tashi is Ravinder.' 

(2) lmnak.stan ma.krab. tseyaj*ma.krab.sit. tseya eh an huna krab. udii 
now.till NEG.cry.ATTRjNEG.cry.MDL.ATTR boy now cry.PR 

'The boy who clicln't cry tillnow is crying now.' 

(3) a. guru]T.p-in sad.tseyaj*sa.sit.tseya mT coras du.e 
teacher.DAT kill.ATTR/kill.MDL.ATTR person thief COP.PT 

'The person who killed the teacher was the thief.' 
b. coras.-is sa.i'Jit. tseyaj*sad. tseya mT gurujT du.e 

thief.INS kill.MDL.ATTR/kill.ATTR person teacher COP.PT 

'The person who the thief killed was the teacher.' 
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( 4) g-t.s tig.sit. tscya/*tig. tseya sunduk boa.s leg. ts 
l.INS break.MDL.ATTR/break.ATTR box father.INS burn.GT 

'Father burns the box which I break.' 

( 5) gi tori5 J<h afz rna.zat. tseyfi to.k, tlJ ülonna 
I today food NEG.eat.ATTR COP.ls because 

'I cannot eat foocl toclay, because I am fasting.' 

2.2 -seya 

(6) a. g-t.s darf.seya rn1 thari.a.k 
I.INS beard.ATTR person see.PT.ls 

'I saw a bearclecl man.' 
b. anu huyfz.seya mumbatf ke.n 

me:DAT this.ATTR candle give:l-2o.2s 

'Give me this canclle.' 
c. salt1 boa.seyfi rabindar.f dü 

PSN father.ATTR PSN.EMPH COP 

'It is Ravincler who is the Shalu's father.' 

(7) a. lis.seyajlisk.seyfi tf 
cold.ATTR/cold.ATTR water 

'cold water' 

tori5 an upasrf to 
today my fasting COP 

b. ki hi5tol.i5 wal emjern.seyaj*ern.tseya khafz za.rn 
you restaurant. LOC very clelicious/ delicious.ATTR/ delicious.ATTR food eat.IN F 

han.ts 
be_able.GT 

'You can eat very clelicious meal at the restaurant.' 
c. g-i:.s Jll ka darnjdarn.seya gasa zog.im gya.to.k 

l.INS this than goocijgoocl.ATTR clothe buy.INF want.FUT.lS 

'I want to buy clothes better than this.' 
d. g-i: usk.seya kirn.i5 tosi.d 

I olci.ATTR. houso.LOC live.GT 

'I live in an old house.' 

(8) a. mz (*wal) sakcen.seya du, nu.s ma.han.n.ig.seya nzniü.a 
that very strong.ATTR COP that.INS NEG.be_able.INF.OBLG.ATTR rock.PL 

t11 fzd 
carry 

'He is strong, because he carriecl heavy rocks.' 
b. salt1.piü barf lmsi.m.ig.seya (du) 

PSN.DAT very study.INF.OBLG.ATTR COP 

'Shalu has to study much more.' 
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3 Modifying by verbs without -tseyä 
( 9) a. sfsf Illl 

die:RDP person 

'dead person' 
b. sasa mf 

kill:RDP persou 

'killed person' 

(10) skwa.si.s tf 
boil.MDL.RDP water 

'boiled water' 

(11) a. sf. ts Inl 

die.GT person 

'dead person' 
b. sad.ts mf 

kill.GT person 

'the person who kills (somebody)' 

(12) a. nu tsh ar. tsj?ttf ar. tseya gasa ka.ii 
tlmt make_dry.GT/make_dry.ATTR clothes bring:l-2o.2s 

'Bring those driecl clothes.' 
b. mz tshar.si.cljtshar.sit.tseya 

that make_dry.MDL.GT jmake_dry.MDL.ATTR 

'Bring those clriecl clothes.' 

(i3) a. *zaza rn1jk11 aü 
eat:RDP person/food 

b. k 11 ail za. ts rnl.gaj?rn1 
food eat.GT person.PLjperson 

'the people who eat food' 

4 Characteristics of adjectives 
(14) a. berga.ga zigits.ajzigits dil 

stick.PL small.PL/small COP 

'The stick are short.' 
b. Ju kirn teg dii 

this house big COP 

'This house is big.' 
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gasa ka.ii 
clothes bring:l-2o.2s 



(15) a. g-i.s teg bothan.u pas.o runüi phikya.k 
l.INS big tree.GEN direction.LOC stone throw.ls 
'I threw a stone toward the big tree.' 

b. lamas berga 
long stick 
'a long stick' 

c. lis(k) tT 
cold water 
'cold water' 

(16) lis. tseyaj*lisk. tseya tT 
become_cold.ATTR/ cold.ATTR water 
'the water which became cold' 

(17) nu spin.seyajspin. tseya 
that damp.ATTRjdamp.ATTR 
'Dry those damp clothes.' 

5 Final comments 

gasa.nu tsar.i.ii 
clothes.DAT dry.rv.2s 

1. • Nouns and Adjectives: -seya 
• Verbs and some Adjectives: -tseya 
• Adjectives: modifying without any suffix 
• Verbs with high stativity: modifying with other suffixes than -tseya 

. 2. Verbs can be subcategorized in two groups from the point of view of attributive 
patterns: verbs with a high stativity and verbs with only a: high activity 

Abbreviations 
1 1st person GEN genitive 0 object 
1-2 1st and/ or· 2nd person GT general tense OBLG obligation 
2 2nd person INF infinitive PL plural 
ATTR attributive INS instrumental PR present 
COP copular verb IV inserted vowel PSN personal name 
DAT Dative LOC locative PT past 
EMPH Emphatic MDL middle voice RDP reduplication 
FUT future NEG negative s subject 

4 


