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A Classification of Tibeto-Burman Languages in China

Sun Hong-Kai

This paper attempts to genetically re-classify on the basis of new data some forty Tibeto-
Burman languages spoken in China. In general, they are grouped into Tibetish, Chiangish,
Loloish, Burmish and Kachinish. There are, however, pieces of evidence for dividing them into
three groups, that is, Tibetic, Chiang-Lolo-Burmic and Kachinic. Major linguistic features
which characterize these three groups are shown. Several theoretical problems in the genetic
classification of languagesare also discussed. Particularly important, among them, are primacy
of actual linguistic data and a historical status of link languages.





