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Principles

The numbers presented in the table are estimations and not based on an exact analysis of language competence at a certain level. The following principles and viewpoints were considered in the evaluation of the present-day numbers of speakers of individual languages:

- Numbers reflect a long-term continuity of speech communities in a limited geographical area.

- In several individual cases the numbers yield long-term bilingualism and intensive language shift as well as a considerable unbalance between different generations.

- Official data was consulted when available. The last two censuses (2002 and 2010) of the Russian Federation report the competence in a given language instead of native tongue in contrast to the last Soviet Census (1989). These statistics were further re-evaluated with general demographic trends. 

- Grass-root level information on individual language and speech communities from members and fieldworkers was taken into account when available.

- The number of semi-speakers and of individuals with a passive knowledge of a particular language is difficult to evaluate. Second-language (L2) speakers are not included.
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	Saamic
	South Saami
	500
	Norway, Sweden

	
	Ume Saami
	5
	Sweden (Norway)

	
	Pite Saami
	40
	Sweden (Norway)

	
	Lule Saami
	700
	Sweden, Norway

	
	North Saami
	20 000
	Norway, Sweden, Finland

	
	Inari Saami
	250
	Finland

	
	Kemi Saami
	extinct since 1800s
	(Finland)

	
	Skolt Saami
	150
	Finland, Russia

	
	Akkala Saami
	extinct since 2003 vs.  2
	Russia

	
	Kildin Saami
	350
	Russia

	
	Ter Saami
	20
	Russia

	Finnic
	Livonian
	1
	(Latvia)

	
	Võro-Seto
	30 000
	Estonia, Russia

	
	Estonian
	1 000 000
	Estonia and elsewhere

	
	Vote
	5
	Russia

	
	Finnish
	5 300 000
	Finland and elsewhere

	
	Ingrian
	70
	Russia

	
	Karelian
	25 000
	Russia, Finland

	
	Olonetsian (Livvi)
	15 000
	Russia, Finland

	
	Lude
	300
	Russia

	
	Veps
	3 500
	Russia

	Mordvin
	Erzya
	300 000
	Russia

	
	Moksha
	150 000
	Russia

	Mari
	Hill Mari (Western Mari)
	20 000
	Russia

	
	Meadow Mari (Eastern Mari)
	360 000 
	Russia

	Permic
	Udmurt
	350 000 
	Russia

	
	Komi
	160 000
	Russia

	
	Komi Permyak
	60 000
	Russia

	Ugric
	Hungarian
	14 000 000
	Hungary and elsewhere

	
	North Mansi
	1 000
	Russia 

	
	East Mansi
	5
	Russia 

	
	West Mansi
	extinct since 1900s
	Russia 

	
	South Mansi
	extinct since 1900s
	Russia 

	
	North Khanty
	7 500
	Russia 

	
	East Khanty
	500
	Russia 

	
	South Khanty
	extinct since 1900s
	Russia 

	Samoyedic
	Nganasan
	150
	Russia 

	
	Tundra Enets
	10
	Russia 

	
	Forest Enets
	15
	Russia 

	
	Yurats
	extinct since 1800s
	Russia 

	
	Tundra Nenets
	25 000
	Russia 

	
	Forest Nenets
	700
	Russia 

	
	Selkup
	1 000
	Russia 

	
	Kamas
	extinct since 1989
	Russia 

	
	Mator
	extinct since 1800s
	Russia 



